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+ PERSECUTION, 
1 WHEREIN 

The GROUNDs upon which Chri- 

ſtians afflit and grieve, and be- 

F reave each other of Life, for their 
different Opinions in Matters ot 
S RELIGION, are Examin d. 
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DISCOURSE 


ini "CONCERNING 


PERSECUTION. 


X HA T Mankind have various 


and different Opinions with 


Honndation for Reſentment, is I think pe- 
culiar to the Subject of Religion. If Men 


differ ever ſo much in their Judgments, 
with regard to this or that or the other 


Science, no Perſecution follows: but it 


Chriſtians haye bappen'd to differ from each 
other in their religious Principles, their Pa/* 


ſcons have been alarm'd, their. Reſentment 
has been rais d, and they have been too 


oſten led to hurt and injure, and ſometimes 
to are one another. Au 


regard to a Variety of Sub- 
— jects, is abundantly evident 
from Experience: but that ſuch Difference 
in Sentiments becomes the Ground and 
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THO the ſuffering Party, in their Re: 


monſtrances with their Afflictors, | have 
urged the Unchriſiianlineſs and the Vn. 
manlineſs of ſuch a Procedure, and the Uy- 
reaſonableneſs of that Burden which their 
Fellow Chriſtians have laid upon them; yet 
this has proy'd inſufficient to obtain them 
Relief. Yea, that which is moſt ſurprizipg 
is, that thoſe very Sufferers, when they 
have gotten the Reins of Government into 
their own Hands, have turned Per/ecutors, 
and have rejected thoſe Arguments againſt 
Perſecution, which themſelves had urged 
in their ſuffering State, This having ſome- 
times been the caſe, I thought it might nat 


be amiſs to enter into the Queſtion, by exa- 
mining the Grounds upon which Chriſtians 
afflict and grieve one another for their dif- 


ferent Apprehenfions in Matters of Religion. 


IN order to which I obſerve, that CHri. 
ſtian Truths, or Principles, conſider d as 
ſuch, are thoſe, and only thoſe, which ariſe 
from, and are founded upon the Chriſtian 


Revelation. Thoſe ee, whoſe 
Evidence ariſes from the Nature of Things, 
cannot ſtrictly and properly be call Chri- 


ſtian, tho owned by Chriſtians, and tho 


contained in the Chriſtian Revelation; be- 


caufe their Truth and Certainty, and the 


Evidence by which they are proved to be 


ſo, are the ſame, whether Chriſtianity and 
tze Chriſtian Revelation have any Being or 


not. 
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(33 
not. So that Chriſtian Truths or Principles, 
conſider d as ſuch, are thoſe only whoſe 


Credibility atiſes from, and is founded on 
tlie Chriſtian Revelation; that is to ſay, is 


founded on the Bible: and conſequently it 


is the Bible only which is the Rule of Truth 


in the preſent Caſe. Again, 
1IOBSERVE farther, that as the Bible 


is the Rule of Truth with regard to the 


point in hand; ſo this Qualification; viz: 


irs being conſiſtent with the Nature and the 
Tyuth of we 
render it capab 


g, is abſolutely neceſſary to 
ble of being ſuch a Rule. For 
if there are any Propoſitions in the Bible, 


which when rightly underſtood are plainly 
repugnant to the Nature or Truth of Things, 
all ſuch Propoſitions muſt be allow'd to be 
falſe. And if the Bible lays down a falſe 


Propoſition in one Inſtance, and with rela- 


tion to one Point, then it may do the fame 
in any other Inſtance, and with relation to 
any other Point. I ſay, this ay be the 
Caſe, for any thing we know to the con- 


trary; ſeeing it has not given us any infalli- 
ble Rule, by which we can judge whether 
the Propoſition referr'd to, be true or falſe. 
And conſequently, if this were the Caſe, 
then there could not any thing be fairly 
concluded from the Bible ; and therefore it 
would juſtly be excluded from being the 
Rule of Truth in any Point whatſoever. 
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Truth to us. So that if the Bible be admit - 
ted as the Rule of Truth, then the fore: 
mention d Qualification muſt he admitted as 


ble, which in its Iiteral Senſe; is repugnant 
to the Nature or to the Trath-of Things, 


literally, but figuratively.” As thus 
50OHN vii. 18. He that: believeth on 


f living Water. Now I ſay; if the Bible 
| becauſe the Terms of which it is compos d. 
if underſtood literally, that is, if we apply 
to them thoſe Ideas which common Ulage 


*_.. puguant. to the Nature and the Truth of © 


Bible are partly literal and partly figurative, 


n 
IF it ſhould be faid, that we; 
Uſe and Exerciſe, of our Unger 


the Propoſition laid down be true or not; 
Then I ſay, that in-eyery ſuch Inſtance it is 
not the Bible, but the Evidencs ariſing from 
the Nature of Things, which is the Rule af 


an Eſential Property of this Rule: and 
conſequently, every Propoſition in the Bi- 


ſuch Propoſition muſt not be undexſtoo 


me — out of his Belly fhall fla Rivers =_ 


be admitted as the Rule of Truxh, then this 
Propoſition muſt be underſtood gurat ine, 


has fix d, then the Propoſition is plainly re- 


THO the propoſitions contained in the 


yet there are not every where Land- Marks 
ſet up to point out to us, which is the one 
and which is the other. Neither has it 

. „VV 


wh (9) 
given us any certain Rule of judging what 
is intended by thoſe Figures: neither is there 


conſtituted an infallible living Judge to de- 


termine in Caſes of this nature. So that 
this is left to be diſcover'd by the human 
Underſtanding Man muſt exerciſe his rea- 
ſoning Capacity, by a careful Reflection 
upon the Nature of ew in general, and 
in particular upon the Subject to which the 
Propoſition relates. And from thence he 


mult 4-4uce, whether the Propoſition is to be 
underſtood literally or figuratiyely ; and if fi- 
guratively, then what is intended to be ſet 


forth by thoſe Figures. And this of courſe lays 
a Foundation for M:/{akes, ſeeing Men are 
liable to underſtand thoſe Propoſitions 4:/e- 


rently, and to make different Applications 
of thoſe Figures: and conſequently, tho 
the Bible be admitted as the Rule of Truth, 


et it cannot, in the nature of the Thing, 
be an ab/olute Security againlt Error. 
THUS with relation to the fore-men- 
tion'd Propoſition, He that believeth on me 
(faith Chriſt) out of his Belly ſhall flow 


Rivers of living Water. I have already 


obſery'd, that the Terms of this Propoſition 


muſt be underſtood fguratively, becauſe if 


we underſtand them lirerally, then the Pro- 
_ poſition is plainly repugnant to the Nature 


and the Truth of Things. So that the 


Queſtion here will be, what is intended to 


be fer forth by thoſe Figures. Now tho 
d ſome 


(10) 
ſome Mens Opinion of them is as follows. 
He that believeth on me, that is, he who 


has an affecting Senſe of thoſe important 


Truths which I have publiſhed to the World, 
out of his Belly ſhall flow Rivers of living 
Water ; that is, this will be in him a Prin- 
ciple of Action which will bring forth plen- 


rifully the Fruit of good Works: I fay, 


tho this is ſome Mens Senſe of the aboye- 


' mention'd Propoſition, and tho they think 


this is all which can be deduced from a care- 


ful Reflection upon the Nature of Things 


in general, and upon the Subject to which 


the Propoſition relates; yet they may miſ- 


take, becauſe there may poſſibly ſomething 


elſe be intended to be ſet forth by thoſe Fi- 


. Pp „„ 
1 SHALL not here enter into the Queſ- 


tion, what is intended by thoſe Words, He 


that believeth on me, out of his Belly ſhall 


ow Rivers of living Water : but what I 
obſerve is, that as there is no ifallible Rule 
of Interpretation laid down in the Bible; 
and as there is not a Man, or Body of Men, 


conſtituted to be an infallible Judge of the 


Senſe of Scriprure; io of courſe it mult be 
the Work of the human Onderſianding to 


do it. And this opens a wide Door to Er- 


ror. And as no Man, or Body of Men, is 


conſtituted an infallible Judge of the Senſe 


of the Bible to or for any other Man, ſo in 
the nature of the Thing one Man is not 22- 
2 F faverable 
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ſwerable to another Man, or Body of Men, 
for his Senſe of Scripture in this or in any 

other Point: ſeeing no Man can be obliged 
to ſubmit his I udtent to another in any 


of other Men, except he or they be conſti- 
tuted an infallible Judge, to give an abſ0- 


can prove themſelves to be. And, 


ummanly and cruel for me to diſreſpect him, 
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would be alike cruel and inhuman in him, 
or in any other Man or Body of Men, to 


And, 


Pretence ſets up her Senſe of the Scripture 
as the Standard for all Men to govern their 


for what ſhe thus aſſumes : and therefore 


B 2 _ excuſa- 


Caſe, where that other has no Authority 
over him. But no Man or Body of Men 
can have an Authority over the Judgments 


lute and certain Determination in the Caſe 
refer d to: which no Man or Body of Men 


— 2 ů — — . —,.̃ IS 
aaa . 


THEREFORE if another Man ſhould 
give a 4;fferent Senſe of the aforeſaid Text 
to what I may put upon it, it would be 


and treat him ill upon that account: and it 


diſteſpect or treat me ill for the like Reaſon. 


HO the Church of Rome pretends to 
be infallible, and under the Shelter of that 


” Judgmentsby, and requires them to receive 
ber Senſe as the true Senſè; yet alas, ſhe is 
not able to produce the Shadow of a Proof 


ſhe muſt ſtand condemned in the Judgment 
of God, and of every judicious Man. Tho 
it muſt be granted, that ſhe is much more 


ground that Neceſſity upon this Propoſition, 


are damnable. This is the Foundation or 


CL ET Tz 
excuſable than that Man, or Body of Men, 
who make no Pretence to Infallibility in the 
preſent Caſe, and yet ſet up their Senſe of 
the Bible as the Standard for other Mens 
Judgments to be framed by, and ict and 
grieve them if they refuſe Subjection to 
it: which Procedure ſurely is moſt exceed- 
ing monſtrous and vile. And, 

As Men are liable to err in the preſent 
Caſe, ſo if one Man, or Body of Men, ſets 
up his or their Opinion of things as the Stan- 
dard for other Mens Judgments to be formed 
by, this is making not the Bible, but his or 
their Opinion of things, the Rule of Truth: 
ſeeing ſuch Man, or Body of Men, is not 
conſtituted an infallible Fudge, and ſo is not T5 
qualify'd to give an abſolute and certain De- 
termination in the Caſe before us. This is 
what the Church of Rome are well aware off 
and therefore they not only inſiſt upon the # 
_ © abſolute Neceſſity of an infallible Judge to 

determine in Matters of Faith, and to guard 

and ſecure Men from Error, but they like- 
wiſe inſiſt that That infallible Fudge is with 
them. And, e | Nj 
As the Papiſts inſiſt upon the abſolute 
. Neceſſity of an infallible living Judge to de- 
termine in Matters of Faith, and thereby to 
guard and ſecure Men from Error; ſo they 


51S. That all Errors in Matters of Faith 


Ground- 


; — 


( 13) 


Ground-work upon which that prodigious if 
Fabrick, vis. Popery, reſts. Make void = 
this Foundation, and the J7rength of Po- [| 
pery in point of Argument is loſt and gone. i 
And as Popery, ſo Perſecution is founded 1 
upon the ſame Principle: for tho every Per- | 
ſecutor does not inſiſt that all Errors in point i 
of Faith ate damnable, yet generally they 5 it 
* inſiſt that choſe Errors are ſo which they "0 
perſecute for ; which comes to the ſame 1 
thing, becauſe it is the Damnadleneſs of 1 


Error which is the Ground of Perſecution 
in either Caſe. So that if the fore-mention'd 
Propoſition, viz. That Errors in point of 


Faith are damnable, can be ſhewed to be er- = 
roneous, then Popery and Perſecution in 

oint of Argument muſt fall together. But || 
building upon the fore-mention'd Founda» | 


tion, is like building upon the Sand, which [| 
when juſt Reaſoning and ſolid Argument is KH 


| 
brought againſt it, then the Foundation is 1 
"waſhed away, and the ſtately Structure | 
which reſts upon it falls to the Ground. . 
For, e277 ee 


As the Bible, when admitted as the Rule | 
of Tyuth, is not an abſolute Security againlt £1, 
Error, as I have ſhewn above; ſo all Errors, Wi! 
of what kind ſoever, which ſpring from it, 


cannot in the nature of the Thing lay a 74ſt 
Foundation for Divine Diſpleaſure, becauſe a. 
they are the Product of a miſlaben Judgs if 
ment only, and not of a vc/0%s Wine „ | 
. | ik r — 1 


ble 
ſible for God to be guilty of ſo much Meal. 


( 14 )- 


the Caſe were otherwiſe, and Mens Miſtakes 


were their Cres, (tho this indeed is an 
impoſſible Suppoſition, becauſe Error can» 


not poſſibly have the Nature of a Crime in 


it) or if God would conſider it as criminal, 
(tho this, again, is making another impoſſi- 
oſition, becauſe it is morally impoſ- 


neſs and Injuſtice) 1 ſay, if the Caſe were 
ſo, then there would be that ahſolute Ne. 


cefſity of an infallible living Judge as the 


Church of Rome contends for, to guard 


and ſecure Men from Error, becauſe with- 


out ſuch a Judge Men would be perpetually 


running the tmoſt Hazard : Tho this in- 
deed would not prove that the Biſhop of 


Rome is that Judge, or that Infallibility is 
any where lodged in the Church of Rome. 
SEEING then that Error is the Effect 


of Judgment, and not of Choice, and there- 


fore cannot poſſibly have in it the nature of 


a Crime; conſequently Error, let it re- 


late to what Point ſoever, cannot poſſibly 


render Men the /uztable and proper Objects 


of Divine Diſpleaſure. And as Error is not 
criminal in it ſelf, ſo much leſs will God 


conſider and treat Men as Criminals upon 


the account of it; ſeeing God is a 1 


Junge, and therefore he will not e 


treat any Man as a Criminal, except he be 
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really ſo. And as this is the Truth of the 
Caſe, ſo it is ſuch an Anſwer to the Pa- 
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bits and Perſecutors, as they cannot poſſi- 
F bly 77 over; becauſe it is made up of elf. 


ei 


ent Propoſitions : And conſequently the 
above Propoſition, (v7z. that all, or that 


any Errors in Matters of Faith are damna- 
ble, and which is the Ground wor of Po- 


pery and Perſecution). is to be denied abſ0- 


/utely, it being plainly repugnant to the 
Nature of Things, and therefore is abſolute- 


by falſe 


TO diſtinguiſh here betwixt Points fun- 


damental and not fundamental, or in other 
Words, Points of greater or leſſer Impor- 


tance to Mankind; and to inſiſt that want 


of Faith with regard to the former, will be 


judged criminal by Almighty God: This is 


to caſt a moſt ſhameful Imputation upon the 
God of Truth and Goodneſs ; ſeeing that 


the only proper Ground of Aſſent or Diſſent 


in any Caſe, is not the greater or leſſer Im- 
portance of the Subject to which the Pro- 
poſition relates, but only the Htrength or 
Feakneſs of that Evidence upon which the 


Truth or Falleneſs of the Propoſition de- | 


penny. And fince Error does not change its 


Nature by the greater or leſſer Importance 
of the Subject, but continues the ſame in 


every Subject, of what Importance ſoever it 


be; conſequently Diſſent muſt be equally 
criminal or innocent, whether the Subject 
be of great, or of no Importance to us at all. 


IF 


— — — — — 
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IF it ſhould be urged, that Error in 
Points of Faith does not become criminal 
by any natural Vileneſs in Error in ſelf, 
but only in the preſent Caſe it becomes ſo, 

as it caſts Contempt upon Almighty God. 
by being a Diſſent to a Propoſition which- * 7 
le has reveal'd: I anſwer, that no Man ever 
„ yet refuſed Aſſent to a Propoſition founded 
| upon a Divine Teſtimony, when &#nown to. 
be ſuch. And if Aſſent is at any time with- 
held from ſuch a Propoſition, either for ant 
of Conviction that it is founded upon a Divine 
Teſtimony, or that the Senſe of the Propoſi 
tion to which Aſſent is demanded is the true 
Senſe; in either of theſe Caſes it is ſo far 
from caſting Contempt upon Almighty God, 
| that on the contrary it is no more than with- 
* holding Aſſent in a Caſe, in which in the 

Nature of the Thing it 94gh? not to be 

given. In ſuch a Caſe God's Veracity is not 

in the leaſt impeach'd, and conſequently no 

Injury is offer'd to his moral Character: 
Becauſe the preſent Queſtion is not, whe- 
ther the Teſtimony of God be a proper 

Ground,of Credit, and ſo whether all Pro- 

pelitions whole Credibility reſts upon it be 

28 the proper Objects of Aſſent, that being 
| granted on all Sides; but whether Aſſent 
lis ought to be given in a Caſe, where there 
[2 does not appear /#fjic/ent. Evidence to de- 
1 termine the Judgment on that ſide of the 
8 Queſtion to which Aſſent is demanded, = 
bw” __ cr 
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ther are thoſe who demand that Aſſent, a- 
ble to produce the ſhadow of a Proof that 
they are infallible, and ſo are qualified to 
give an abſolute and certain Determination 


nn the Caſe referred to. I lay, the Queſtion 


is, whether in ſuch a Caſe Aſſent ought to 


be given; And I think it is evident from 
the Nature of the thing that it ought not: 
And if ſo, then ſurely it is a manifeſt Con- 
tempt, and an Injury offer'd to God's 
moral Character, to repreſent him as re- 
quiring Aſſent, and puniſhing Men for with- 
holding it, in a Cale, where, in the Nature 


= of the thing, it ozght not to be given. 
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IF it ſhould be ſaid, that Faith has the 


= Promiſe of Salvation annex'd to it in the 


4 3 
4 5 Goſpel „ and that Infidelity is declared 
TK ca: 3 


TO this I anſwer, that Faith, or the 


+ want of it, is not to be underſtood in a 
x Philoſophical, but in a moral Senſe : That 


is, Men will not be ſaved or damned for their 
giving or withholding their Aſſent to this 
Propoſition, vg. that the Goſpel of Chriſt 
is a Divine Revelation; but they will be 
= ſaved or damned, as the End and Purpoſe 
of that Goſpel is or is not anſwered upon 
them. Ir is the ſame as if our Lord had 
ſaid, Tho Men by their Sin and Wickedneſs 
have expoſed themſelves to the juſt Diſplea- 
ſure of Almighty God, yet he now by 2 
Miniſtry makes this kind and gracious Of- 
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them. He that believeth, that is, he who 


the Fruits of newneſs of Life, he ſhall ble 
ſaved : But he that believeth not, that is, 


ture of the Subject, but alſo from the 


Soul preſent would in thy perijh, except 


Warning, but their going out, or their con- 
_ tinuing in this Houſe, which would be the 
Cauſe of their Safety or Deſtruction. So 


(15) 

fer to them, viz. That if they will repear, 
and bring forth Fruits meet for Repentance, 
then he will pardon their Sins, and receive 
them to Fayour ; but on the other fide, if 
they will (notwithſtanding this kind Offer) 
ſtill go on in their Wickedneſs, then God 
will execute his higheſt Diſpleaſure upon 


accepts of this gracious Offer, and anſwers 
the End and Purpoſe of it, by turning from 
the Evil of his ways, and by bringing forth 


he who unworthily rejects this kind Offer, 
by an obſtinate Continuance in his Folly, 
be ſhall be damned. This, I fay, is the © 
Senſe of the aforeſaid Declaration, as is 
abundantly evident, not only from the na- 


Tenour of the new Teſtament. . 

IF' I was in a Houſe with a Company 7 
of Men, and was abſolutely certain that #8 
the Houſe would fall to the Ground in aa 
Hour's time, and conſequently that every *# 


they fled out of it before that Fall ; and 


if 1 gave them timely Warning of their 


Danger; in this Caſe it would not be their 
Faith or their Iuſidelity with regard to this 


in 


: ( 19 
in like manner, Man by his Sin and 
Wickedneſs has expoſed himſelf to God's 


= oſily and the certain Way of eſcaping from 
it, viz. by Repentance, and Reformation 
| of his evil ways: Now if he ſo far heark- 
ons to this Meſſage as to repent and amend, 
be will be ſaved, whether he is ſatisfied of 
the Divinity of this Meſſage or not: But 


i he goes on in his Wickedneſs, he will be 
„ damned, tho he believes its Divinity ever 
ſo ſtrongly. So that in this Caſe it is not 
Mens In fidelity ſtrictly ſpeaking, but their 
obſtinate Continuancè in their Sins, which 
is the Ground and Cauſe of their Damna- 
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tion. Beſides, 
828 IF the forcmentioned Terms were to 


the Propoſition to which they relate would 


Things: Becauſe it is morally impoſſible 


his Aſſent to this or any other Propo- 


ir * ſition; this Aſſent being the Effet of Judg- 


ir ment, and not of Choice, (as I obſerved a- 


is bove) Man being ſo far paſſive in the pre- 
—ſent, Cale as that if he attends to the Sub- 
e ject, he cannot think and judge otherwiſe 
o if of it than he does. And, . 


f tn as 24 . 
„ eee 
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Diſpleafure, and Chriſt is ſent to apprize 
him of his Danger, and to ſhew him the 


be underſtood in a philoſophical Senfe, then 


be plainly repugnant to the Nature of 


for God to be pleaſed or diſpl:-aſed with 
any Agent for barely giving or withholding 


" AS 


( 20) 

AS Error cannot in the Nature of the 
thing lay a juſt Foundation for Divine Re- 
| | ſentment, ſo much leſs ought it to be the 
. Occaſion of Diſpleaſure to Men with re- 
it oard to one another; ſeeing it is what all 
UH; Men are involved in, or at leaſt they can- 
Ni not be certain of the contrary. For tho 
no Man thinks himfelf in an Error in any 7 
Point, yet if he has a Grain of Modeſty RF 
in him, he will admit that this ay poſſibly 
be his Caſe in one Inſtance or other, tho 
he ſees it not. And therefore for Men to 
be angry with, and to grieve and affiie? þ 
one another for their different Opinions in 
any Caſe whatever, is moſt ureaſonable 
and cruel. and is plainly repugnant to that 
common golden Rule, of dozng to all o- 
thers as we would they ſhould do unto 
IF Error did draw forth Divine Di/- 
. pleaſare, and Men would be plunged into 
1 endleſs Miſery in another World for its 
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lake, then indeed there would be ſome 
Il Shew of Reaſon for Perſecution, and for 
't taking away Mens Lives upon the account 


of it.; as the leſſer Evil of a few is prefer- 
able to the much greater Evil of many o- 
| thers. For tho Puniſhment is not a proper 
| 
| 


means of Conviction, yet it may be urged, 
that in this Caſe it is neceſſary to guard and 
ſecure the common Good. The Robber is 
executed, not to work a Conviction in ew 

that 


1 
8 
ov 


E 


that Robbery is an Error or a Crime, but 
becauſe by Robbery he is become injurious 
to the preſent common Happineſs. So in 
like manner, if Error were damnable, then 
he that propagates it muſt be allowed to be 
(tho not intentionally, yet eventually) a 
common Enemy to the future Happineſs of 
Mankind. And tho taking away ſuch a 
Man's Life would be to him a great Injury, 
yet it may be urged that it would be neceſ- 
lary for the common Safety ; juſt as when 

a Fire breaks forth, the pulling down one 
Man's Houle is neceſſary to ſave the Burn- 
ing of the Town. But then it muſt r 
membered, that if this were the Cale, there A | 


would be (as I obſerved above) an ab/0/ure 

Meceſſity of an znfallible Fudge, whom e- 
very Man could have free recourſe to, and — 
receive from him an abſolute and certain | 
Determination of the Caſe in every diſpu- 
table Point whatever: For otherwiſe Man- | 
kind would lie under the greateſt Hardſhip | 
poſſible. And, 1 

9 THEREFORE the Church of Rome, 
bow contrary ſoever ſhe acts to the Chriſ- 
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dun Religion, yet ſhe ſtill preſerves a kind 
of Conſiſtency with her ſelf: ſhe perſecutes = 
r was aforeſaid, but then ſhe inſiſts that thoſe ( 
5 Errors are damnable which the perſecutes for, = 
d and that there is with Her an infallible liv- ; 
8 ing Judge to 22274 and ſecure Men from 


thoſe 


| # 
11 
| 
| 
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( 22 ) 
thoſe Errors; and that when this becomes 
ineffectual, and Error takes place, then 


- the perſecutes merely out of Neceſſity, 


thereby to prevent the Propagation of this 
Evil, and as a proper Expedient to prevent 
the future endleſs miſery of Mankind. So 
that, as I ſaid before, if Error were damn- 
able, then there would be ſome he.] of 
Reaſon for religious Perſecution. 
BUT if it were admitted, that Perſecu- 
tion will follow as a juſt Conſequence from 
the aforeſaid Principle, vi. that Error is 
damnable, yet it is by no means to be 
juſtified : Becauſe, TD 


Firſt, HE that perſecutes is not conſti- 1 | 


tuted an znfallib/e Fudge, and fo is not 
qualified to give an abſolute and certain 
Determination in many diſputable Point of 
Faith; and therefore Perſecution mult be 
wrong, let it come from what Quarter ſo- 
ever. It is true, the Church of Rome, in 
order to juſtify her-ſelf in this Caſe, pre- 
tends to be infallible ; bur this is only pre- 
tended, and not proved : and therefore ſhe 
is not zu/tzfied by this Pretence, but on 
the Contrary, all Her Perſecutions may 
be juſtly charged upon her as Crimes. 
os 1 8 5 

. PERSECUTION is not 
juſtifiable, becauſe the forementioned Prin- 
cijple is Falſe upon which it is founded. For 
as nothing can be juſtly eſteemed N 
ut 


VDnderſtandings would not have been miſled, | 


5 1 


1 


but a ww2/fu] chuſing to do Evil when it is 


in our power to chuſe and do the Contrary, i 
or a wilful chuſing to omit doing that Good i 
which is in our own power to do: And as | | 
Error is only a Defect in the *Under/tanding, | 
and in which the Will is not const | 
ſo conſequently, Error in any Point what- i 
ever cannot lay a uſt Foundation for Di- i 
vine Diſpleaſure; and if fo, then it cannot 1 
be a juſt Ground for Per/ecution. I 
= IF it ſhould be ſaid, that tho Error, « 


conſidered as an act of the Underſtanding, 
be not criminal; yet when Mens Under- 
ſtandings are miſled by their vitious Incli- 
nations, then the Errors which they fall | 
into become criminal, becauſe if they had | 
not indulged their vitious Inclinations, their 1 


and conſequently they would not have 4 
fallen into ſuch Errors. 5 1 
I ANSWER; Whatever Vitiouſnesss 
there is in Men, that muſt in the Nature of | 
the Thing be criminal in it ſelf, and diſplea- ij 
ſing to Almighty God: And if ſuch Vi- 
tiouſneſs ſhould in any Inſtance be the | 
Ground * and Cauſe of Error, fuch Error | 


— — n 


— 


8 Vitiouſneſs being the Ground and Cauſe of Error, | 
I mean, when a Man's vitious Inclinations biaſs his Judg- | 
ment, (tho he diſcerns it not) and diſpoſes him to lean to 

one ſide of the Queſtion rather than to the other. 


would 


— 
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| (24) 
would not hereby become criminal ; Be- 
cauſe the Fault in this Cale does not lie in 
a Man's Error, which is the Effect, but 
only in his zudulging his vitious Incli- 
nations, which was the Ground and Cauſe 
of that Error; and becauſe a Man's Y;res 
will render him cqually criminal, and dif: - 
pleaſing to Almighty God, whether thoſe 
Vices are introductive to any Error or 
nor. ; „ 3 
THE. Cale is the ſame, whether Error 


be the Produce of Sloth, Bigotry, or the 


like: in which Caſes a Man's Miſtakes are 
not his Crimes, becauſe whatſoever Cri- 
minalneſs he may be chargable with, it ariſes 
from his ve fu ui or neglecting to make uſe 
of the Means which he might and could 


have made uſe of, to bring him to the 
Knowledge of the Truth. I ſay, whatever 
in ſuch a Caſe is criminal in a Man, it muſt 
in the Nature of the Thing cot in, and be 
confined to that wherein his Hill is con- 
cerned, that is, wherein he chuſes to. do 


what he might and ought to have avoided, 


or chuſes to avoid what he might and ought 
to have done. Error, or a wrong Judg- 


ment, being ſtrictly and properly the Act 
of the Underſtanding, and in which the 


Will is not concerned, (it being impoſſible 


in the Nature of the Thing for a Man to 


chuſe to err) it cannot poſſibly have in it 


the Nature of a Crime: And therefore 


how faulty ſoever Men may be that are in 
Error, when they neglect or refuſe to | 
make uſe of the Means proper for their ll 
1 
| 


3 


Conviction, their Errors cannot be 7u/tly 
charged upon them as their Crime, but 
their Faultineſs muſt ariſe from R 
wherein their Wills are concerned, as 

If it ſhould be farther urged, That bo 


obſerved above. 
Men are not perſecuted for their Errors —v— 
conſidered as Errors, but for their O irt. 
nuacy and Perverſencſs which led them "| 
into thoſe Errors, and which is the Cauſe 
of their perſiſting. in them: 4 
I ANSWER; admitting that ſuch 
Obſtinacy and Perverſeneſs may be juſtly : | 
"> chargeable upon ſome Men, yet it cannog | 
de a zuft Ground for Perſecution : Becauſe, 
Fit, NO Man can be a Judge who is 1 
> juſtly chargeable with ſuch Obſtinacy, and nl 
who not. The Springs of Action are ſo far a | 
GLSecret locked up in every Man's own Breaſt, 
chat one Man cannot be an ahſolutè and 
= znfallible Judge what are the Springs and 
Cauſe of Action to any other Man: And 
therefore if one Man charges Obſtinacy 
and Perverſeneſs upon another Man, as the 
= Ground and Cauſe of Error in him; in "0 
ſuch à Cale he takes upon him to deter- | 
mine a Point, which he cannot poſſibly Y 
be a Judge of. The Caſe is the lame, if 1 
we conſider vitious Inclinations as the 
094 = Ground 
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Ground and Cauſe of Error: For tho this 
may poſſibly be the Caſe in ſome Inſtances, 
yet it is what no Mau, or Body of Men, 
can be a Judge of, to or for any other 
Man: And 3 no Man, or Body of 
Men, can have a Right to judge of the 
Ground and Cauſe of Error, except he or 
they be conſtituted an infallible Fuage,' to 
give an abſolute and certain Determination 


of the Caſe ; which no Man, or Body of 


Men, can I. o rhemſelves to be. A- 
gain, 19 

Secondly, E R R 0 R. in as Cafes here 
referred to, cannot be a Juſt Ground for 
Perſecution, becauſe tho it might be a Mi 


fortune to the erroneous Perſon himſelf, 


yet it is no way iajurious to the beider 
or future Happineſs of Mankind. 
Man ſhould be in an Error, and 7 es 


Error ſhould ſpring either from his O6ſli- 


nacy or his vicious Inclinations, the Caſe 


would be juſt the ſame to the reſt of 


Mankind, as if it had ſprung from the moſt 
| 22 Inquiry poſſible; ſo that their 
Happineſs and Well-being as to this World 
ind the next, would not be affected by 


And therefore to afflict and puniſh a 


Man for erring, as aforeſaid, would be to 
do what we have no Authority for, and 
therefore would be unjuſtzfable. 
The Caſe is the fame, whether Error Te 
lates to this or that Point of Faith, 
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(289) 
to the Rule of Faith itſelf : That is, as Chri- 


ſtians cannot be juſtiſied in treating one an- | 
bother ill for their different Opinions with | 
. = reſpect to the Chriſtian Religion; lo nei- | 
ther can Chriſtians or Infidels be juſtified 
| in perſecuting one another for their diffe- 1 
| rent Apprehenſions with regard to the Di- 1 
vinity of the Chriſtian Revelation. For as ll 
Chriſtians cannot, in the Nature of the 1 
thing, have a Right of Dominion over | 
UDnbelievers, ſo as to demand their Aſſent | 
to this Propoſition, vis. That the Goſpel 
Hof Chriſt is a Divine Revelation ; nor. | 
do puniſh them for withholding their Aſ- 4 
3 ſent, when the Evidence propoſed is not | | 
> ' ſufficient to work their Conviction : fo on | 
Tt. > the other ſide, the Unbelievers cannot, in I 
A the Nature of the thing, have a Right of 
S © Dominion over Believers, fo as to prohibit | 
” = their Aſſent, when the Evidence produced | 
for the Divinity of the Chriſtian Revelati- 1 
p on is ſufficient for their Conviction. So 1 
_ that Perſecution is equally aureaſonablè and 


cruel, and therefore is 1unjuſtifiable on ei- 
75 Te ir ſhould be farther urged, that tho | 
Error is not criminal in it ſelf, yet it may | 


— 


be attended with ſuch Conſequences as are | 
AInjurious to Mankind; that is, Mens Et. 
rors may lead them into ſuch Practices as | 


are hurtful to their Neighbours, and there- 
fore ſuch Errors ought to be reſtramed. _ 
3%; ũ NVA * ij 


'& 


e 

I ANSWER, That as the End of 
Government is to guard and ſecure the 
common Good, ſo it muſt be the Bu ſine ſi 
and Duty of Governors to prevent and 
hinder Men from injuring one another, by 
making ſuch Laws as are proper to ſecure 
Mens Properties and Reputation, and to 
execute thoſe Laws by puniſhing Tranſ- 
greſſors. But then it will by no means fol- 
low, that Men are to be puniſhed antece- 
dent to their Faults, and upon a W 
[| tion that one time or other they will be 
auilty of them; which is the preſent Caſe. 
if When Men perform ſuch Actions as are in- 


it Jjurious to the Common weal, it is the Buſi?- 
neſs of Governors to correct and reſtran 
lll them, whether thoſe Actions are the Effect 


of Error, or whether they ſpring from any 
other Cauſe. But then the Ground and 
Reaſon of ſuch Correction is evidently 
this, viz. the Hurtfulneſs of the Actious 
them ſelves, and not the right or the wrong 
Judgment of the Performer, which may be 
the Ground or Reaſon of them. A Man's 
wrong judgment in any Point cannot Hurt 
or z#j#re his Neighbours, till it be redu- 
ced to practice. And therefore till it be 
reduced to Practice, it cannot, in the 
Nature of the thing, be the proper Object 
of Reſentment ; and conſequently it can- 
not render the Man the proper Object of 
eine, idee ett act 


sor. 
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(29) 
- SUPPOSE a Man ſhould be of Opinion 
that there is no ſuch thing as Property. 


and conſequently that he has as good a 


Title to poſſeſs and enjoy what his _ 


bour is legally poſſeſſed of as the Poſſeſſor. 


This Opinion is as dangerous with regard to 
its Conſequences as any; and yet whilſt it 
continues barely an Opinion, or an Act 
of the Man's Judgment only, it is not in- 


= zurious or hurtful to any: and therefore 


to puniſh a Man for being of ſuch an Opi- 


nion, would be to puniſh in a Caſe, where 


there is no Fault or Injury done, and con- 
ſequently to puniſh where there is no 7h 
Ground for it. But if a Man of this Prin- 
ciple ſhould take the Liberty to break in 


upon his Neighbour's Property, and ſhould 
ertrroncouſiy think himfelf innocent in 'fo 
1% doing, he would be the Object of publick 


Reſentment and Correction; becauſe he 


breaks in upon the publick Trangquillity, 


which it is the Buſineſe of Government to 


_ guard and ſecure. And in this Caſe it is 
not a Man's Error, but his z2wyurious Acti- 


on, which render him worthy of Puniſh- 
ment, ſuch Actions being always to be 


2 prevented and guarded againſt, let them 


ipring from what Motive or Principle ſoever. 
And therefore, as on the one fide a Man 


' ought not to be puniſbed for his Opinion, 
tho erroneous, becauſe his Errors in Judg- 
ment are not injurious nor hurtful to any; 


fo 


'( 30 ) 
ſo on the other ſide, if his Error ſnould 
lead him to Actions which are hurtful: to 


his Neighbours, he ought to come under 


a publick Reſtraint ; not becauſe he errs, 
but becauſe he performs ſuch Actions as 
are hurtful to others, and are equally as 
hurt ful when they ſpring from Error, as 


when they ſpring from any other Cauſe. 


A 1 30 
As Error ought not to ſcreen a Man 
from Correction, when he performs ſuch 
Actions as are hurtful to his Neighbours; 
ſo when Error relates to the perſonal Cha- 


rater or Property of others, and the 


Publication of it is n it /e/f njurious, 
then ſuch Publication ought to be re- 
trained. Suppoſe one Man ſhould erro- 


neouſiy think another Man to be a Thief 


or a Knave, or that the preſent Govern- 
ment is illegal, and that it ought to be 


taken out of the Hands in which it is 
lodged, and to be put into the Hands of 
others: In either of theſe Caſes, the Pub- 


licat ion of Error is hurtful, as it is a 
breaking in upon the per ſonal Character 
and Property of others, which is the Bu- 
ſineſs of Government to guard and ſecure. 
And tho in the latter Caſe, the Govern- 
ment is not unhinged by ſuch Publica- 
tions, yet every ſuch Action is a Step 


towards it, and therefore it ought to be 


reſtrained ; It being as fit that Governors 
0 N ſhould 
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( 31) 


ſhould guard and ſecure their own Rights 


and Poſſeſſions, as the Rights and Poſſeſ- [| 
ſions of thoſe they are Governors to. But, | 

THO the Publication of Error is to be 1 

reſtrained, when ſuch Publication relates 1 

ro the perſonal Character or Property, of 1 
others, and is it {elf injurious and hurtful; 1 
yet it will by no means follow, that it is 1 

the Buſineſs and Duty of Governors to re. 
ſtrain the Publication of a// Errors what. 1 

= ever. On the contrary, it is the Buſineſs 
and Duty of Governors to guard and de- 
a | fend Men from Injury in the Publication | 
| of their Errors, except the Publication it | 
ſelf be infurious and hurtful, as aforelaid : | 
' 2X For as Man is a dependent Creature, de- 1 
ſigned for Society; and as the Buſineſs of | 
> _ ® Society is principally carried on by Mens | 
4 conveying their Ideas one to another; ſo 1 
it is the Buſiue ſ and Duty of Governors 9 
to guard and protect Men in fo doing, = 
whilſt that Conveyance is not injurious nor [ 


* hurtful to the reſt of Mankind. Eve- 
ry erroneous Perſon thinks he judges 
= rghtly, and that they are in the wrong 
who are contrary minded to him: And as 
be is naturally diſpoſed ro publiſh his Opi- 
nions, and thereby to bring others to the 
knowledge of what he apprehends to be 
Truth; ſo herein he ought in Reaſon to be 
guarded and protected from harm, when 
the Publication of his Opinions is no way 
| in- 


1 
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 ##jurious to the perſonal Character or Pro- 
FT of any. Again, 

Ik it ſhould — farther urged, char. his 
true Religion, or that Duty which Men 
owe to their Creator, and to their fellow © 
Creatures, ariſes from the Relation the 
ſtand in to God and to each other, and 
therefore muſt be perpetually and invaria- 
bly the fame in all Ages and Places; yet 
the Externals of Religion, or the Feats 8 
[| or Modes of Wortbip, by which Men'pay 
| (1! their Acknowledgments to God, are of 7% 


an 
BH 
[ {| indifferent Nature, and therefore may be 
1 varied as the Circumſtances of things ſhal! 
| require: And as Governors are the Guar- = 


1 dians of Human Happineſs, ſo they oughit 9 
Fi to appomt Forms of Worſhip, and to pu- 
vn nißh thoſe who diſſent from them, and who 6 
pay their Reſpe to God in a way different 
from what the Government has appointed, 
becauſe ſuch Diſſent introduces Diforaer, 


1 and is 2/#u710is to Society. 

1108 'I ANSWER, That as Government was 
it deſigned for the Good of Mankind, by ob- 

1 liging each Individual to pay that Debt 

|| which (according to his Condition and Cir- 


cumſtances in Life) he owes to Socrety, and 
by guarding the Per/0ns, the Reputations, 
and the Properties of Men from being in 
Jure by each other; ſo Governors 


Wl to uſe all proper Means for the attaining 
lf |  ...._ thoſe valuable Ends. And as the appoint- 
Ml | ps ing 


— 
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1 
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ing publick Forms of W orſhip for Men to 


pay their acknowledgments to God by. 
and Perfons to miniſter therein, and to be 
conſtant Monitors to ſtir up the People to 
their Duty, may be ſnbſervzent to the pub- 
lick Good; fo I think it is right and fit that 
Governours ſhould make ſuch a Proviſion, 


that every one may have the Oyportunity 


to pay their publick acknowledgments to 
* God, which the generality of Mankind 
” think it is their Duty to do. But then as 
the qe?! which every Man owes to his Ma- 


” ker ariſes from that Relation, which he 


ſtands in to him, and as Socicty is no way 


intere ſted therein; ſo in the Nature of the 


thing he is not a»/ierable to Society for 
the Performance of that Duty, or the Neg- 


eck of it. If he worſhips God publickly, 
no Man is a gainer; and if he neglects it, 


no Man is a /o/er thereby. If he wor- 


ſhips God this way or that way, whilſt no 
Man is injured in his ſo doing, he cannot 


in the nature of the Thing be the proper 


IT HE Ground and Foundation of Soci- 
ety, and conſequently of Government, 1 
take to be this: Man is a dependent Crea- 


o — 


Oszee? of publick Reſentment or Correc- 


ture, who in a ſingle Capacity is not quali- 


fied to procure the Comforts, nor guard a- 


gainſt the Evils of Life: So that he is not 


only from the Reaſon of the thing, an 
6 enn E | | | from 


- 5 . 
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. from his Social Affectious, led into Society, * 
111 but alſo from his Natural indigent Cond. 
110 tion in Life, is under a kind of Neceſſit x, 
f to fall into it, or of conſtituting a publick In- 
[| zereſt ; by. which means every Individual 
is, or at [caſt ought to be . obliged to per- 
form his part towards the /#pport of the 
whole, and conſequently of each Individu- 
al, which they in their ſingle Capaci xx 
were not capable of doing for themſelyes. 
And likewiſe by this means all proper mea- " 
ſures are, or ought to be taken to guard 
and ſecure each Individual from that /z7ary 
| and Harm, which they in their ſingle Capa- | 
|! City are not qualify d to ſecure themſelves ' 
ll from. And as Governours are no other 
ll |! than the Miniſters and Repreſentatives of 
| | Society, who act for them, and in their 
place and ſtead, fo they cannot in the na- 
ture of the Thing, have any juſt demand 
A pon an Individual, except in thoſe Caſes 
i in which it is for the public Good: Nei- 
it ther can they juſtly lay a Reſtraint upon 
. an Individual, but in thoſe Caſes in which the 
1 Publick is injur d; and conſequently they 
| can have no right as Governours, to demand 


e 
e LES 4 
— * 


Th the uſe of thoſe Modes of Worſhip. which 

[18 they provide, nor to puniſh Men for difſent- 
i ing from them, becauſe the Publick is not 
| benefited by the former, nor iajured by 


| WHEREAS 
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* "WHEREAS it is urged, that Diſſent 
from the Forms of Worſhip which the Go- 
vernment has appointed, introduces Diſor- 
der, and is 77nr:015 to Society: It mult be 
anted, that there has been dzference of 
Opinions with reſpect to the Forms of Wor- 
ſhip amon Chriſtians ; Men have likewiſe 
aſſerted from thoſe Forms which the Go- 
vernment has appointed; much Diſorder 
has followed, much Injury has been 


done to Society hereby. But then it is to 


— e that ſuch Diſorder, Sc. did 


' from a Liberty of Diſſent, but 
1 — a wy + raint of that Liberty. If Men 
= were left — F at Liberty to worſhip 
= Godin the way which every Man aged 
+ beſt, no Diſorder or Injury to Society 
could poſſibly attend it, provided there was 


nothing in the Act of Worſhip injurious 


7 
b I 1 5 
*. 


8 


do others. If every particular Family had 
a particular Mode of Worſhip, no one could 
be a Sufferer hereby, and conſequently no 


Y tajury is done to Society. But, 
IF Goyernours reſtrain that Liberty by 


4 5 bmg Diſenters, then every Evil fol. 
X lows. Men are then afflicted and grieved 


23 without any Juſt Cauſe ; they are tempted 


to be Hypocrites, to violate their natural 
= Con/crences; their Reſentment is raiſed, 
and they are by this means draws into 
Faulis which otherwiſe they would nor 
z be © guilty of, It likewiſe gives evil. minded 


3 Men 
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den. It would be endleſs ro enumerate all 
the Evils which attend the Reſtraint of 
Liberty in this Caſe. it 


each Party have been too apt to aſume to 
Di/aduantage had attended Mens religious 


Kea ſon ought not, then I imagine. the dif. 


* 
* 
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Men an opportunity of | 00 and \7ri- 
Ye 


umphing over their perſecuted, Neighbours, > 
of loading them with-Reproach, and taking 
every Opportunity of adding to their Bur- 


# 11 


ADD to this, that the Diſorders and 


Injuries done to Society (here referd to) 


did not ſtrictly ſpeaking, ; ſpring from Mens 


5 different F religious Opinions, or Modes of Þ 
Worſhip, but from that 1. Health; f by 
and Authority to direct the Unde #5 


e Underſtandings 
and Conſciences of Men, which have been 
tacked to them, and which the Leaders. of 


themſelves. If no worldly. Advantage or 
Opinions or Modes of Worſhip, which in 


utes about. Epiſcapacy and Presbytery, a- 
bout Forms and Extemporary Prayer, ang 
the like, would not have been zur ious or 
Hurt ful to Mankind: But when Honours, 
large Poſſeſſious, and Authority are tacked 
to this or that ſet: of Opinions, or this or 
that Mode of Worſhip, this has proved a 
powerful Temptation to each Patty to make 
uſe of all Methods, how unjuſtifiable ſoe- '# 


. , * 
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ver, to gain or ſecure them; and this has 


introduced a World of Evils and Miſery 
upon Mankind. © © © i 
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I is not enough to ſay in this Caſe, 
that it were better if all Men did worſhip 
| God-.in, the ſame way, becauſe then there 
would be uo place for Contention upon this 
Foot. For admitting this to be true, yet 


tempt to procure it by Per ſecution, is to 
male uſe of a deſperate Remedy indeed, a 
Remedy a thouſand times worle than the 


*7 Diſeaſe; a Remedy, which has already done 


ſoo much miſehief in the, World, that one 
woyuld think every good Man ſhould tremble 
at the Thoughts of it. But farther, 


3 


Perſecution ſuch Texts as theſe, Matt. x5. 
13. Every Plant which my heavenly Fas 


of Chriſt, or of any other Text in which 


All I ſhall obſerve is this, that each religi- 
ous Party will be ſure to interpret them in 
their own Favour, and to the Prejudice 


the Ground and Reaſon for Per/ecution' to 
one Sect of Chriſtians, then they will be 


other words of Chriſt, That he came not to 


* — V. FA wt, A440. * a ; 
1 : 8 


it is what is not to be expected; and to at- 


I chere ſhould be urged in favour of 


'* ther hath not planted, | ſhall. be rooted up. 
I ANSWE R, I ſhall not take upon me 
to enquire into the ſenſe of thoſe Words 


Men think that Perſecution is couutęenanced: 


of thoſe who are contrary minded to them. 
And from hence it will follow, that if 
thoſe Words are a proper. Argument, and 


ſo to every other Sect. And this indeed 
would make good in a literal Senſe thoſe 


bring | 
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6380 
bring Peace on the Earth, but à Sword ; 
becauſe this would lay a Foundation for a 
thorow Perſecution, and Chriſtendom would 
become a Field of Boll. 


\ 


THE Papiſts of courſs-will 'confider 
_ themſelves to be the Ymeyard which the 
Lord hath planted, and that all other Sects 


and Parties of Chriſtians are Plants which 


their heavenly Father hath not planted; and 


which therefore are to be roored up, The 
Caſe will be the ſame with reſpect to Pro- 


reſtants: The Epiſcopal Party will conſider 


themſelves as Branches of God's planting, 


and that all other Sets are Plants which their 


heavenly Father hath not planted, and there- 


fore are to be rooted up. The Presbytert- 


ans will likewiſe of courſe conſider them- 
ſelves as Branches of the Lord's planting, 


and that all others are Plants which their 
heavenly Father hath not planted, and 
therefore are to be rooted up. This Lan- 
guage and Reaſoning will ſute Independents, 


Anabaptiſts, Puakers, Mugghetonians, and 


all other Se and Parties of Chriſtians 
whatever: They are each of them, in their 
own Eſtimation, the Branch of God's plant- 


ing, the Work of his Hand; whereas all 
others are Plants which their heavenly Fa- 


ther hath not plarited, and therefore are to 
be rooted up. In ſhort, this is ſuch Lan- 


guage and Reaſoning as will ſute all Parties, 
and all Countries, as well North and South. 
W N 1 1 Britain, 


( 39 )) 


= Britain, as Spain or Portugal: Every 
and go forth in the Name and Strength of 


the Lord his God, and ſlay till he has laid 


* Nee 


Heap upon Heap, becauſe every Plaut 


"which his Fees > Father hath not plaut- 
ed, is to be plucked up Root and Branch. 


I THUS ſtands: the Caſe, if Perſecution 


be admitted upon ſuch Reaſ0ning-as above. 
But can ſo vile a thing as Perſecution, . which 
introduces nothing but Miſery into this 
World, and which anſwers zo good End 


1 from the Religion of Chriſt ? No certainly, 
The Chriſtian Religion is excellently calcu- 


by recommending Peace, Unanimity, For. 
 bearauce, Brotherly Kindneſs, and Uni. 


contributing all we can to each other's Hap- 


Rpmeſs in this World,, as the only ſure way 
to obtain the Happineſs of another: And 
therefore one would think it above the 
Skill of the moſt ſubtle Sophiſter, to extract 
the deadly Poiſon of Perſecution from it. 
And yet, how monſtrous and unnaturai ſo- 
ever this may be, it has proved true in Fact: 


* 4 8 . 
r 


3 heir Conduct herein, from the C 
— | Revelation; 


1 


with relation to another; can that, I ſay, 
1 q be juſtifed. or ſo much as countenanced 


ted to promote the common Tranquillity; 


ver ſal Charity to our Practice. Vea, it 
recommends /ouiyg and doing Good, and 


Christians have not only perſecuted, but 
they have likewiſe endeavour'd to Fs ftify 
riſtian 


>» ', 


a thing to be imagined. Upon the whole, 
T hope it appears that Error is not dam: 
nable, and that e is not e. 
able. 


_ teſly produced, and how many precious 

Lives have been facrificed as Victims to it? 
Is it not then full time for Chriſtians to 
think with themſelves, that Perſecution is 
not a Beauty, but a Blemiſb to their Pro 


And, 
ſ0 it does not change its nature from the 


continues the ſame in all Countries, in all 


4 0 


Revelation; Meds were it not for the 
commoneſs of it, would be too furptizing 


-T H E Uſe! od me of this Diſcourſe 


8 is to obſerve, that as Per /ecution is an evil 
thing and bitter, and which can by no 1 


means be Juſtiſſed, as J have before Bong 


ſo it is high time that it were baniſhed our C 
of the Chriſtian World. Alas, how man * 1 


weeping Eyes and aching Hearts has it ca 


feſſion? And that as their Obligation to 
Love, and 4% good to each other, ariſes 


from their being Men, who are by Nature BW 
entered into the one great & ociety, or Com- 
mon- wealth of Mankind, ſo it is not their 
different Opinions in any Point, which can 


D cancel or take off this Obligation! 
AS Perſecution is ; exceeding vile in it ſelf 45 
different Hands thro? which it paſſes: : It 


Parties, and i in "all Perſons, tho it is in- 
\ deed 


(41) 


| deed leſs + ext able in ſome than in others, 


Principles tham with other Mens. And thus 
Pagen is leſs excuſable in a Proteſtant 
1 Tz than in a Papi, as I have ſhewn above. 

1 — tho ſome Men are apt to ſee it in 4 
=> ferent Light, when they view it in ano- 
k "7h fr Br, than when they ſee it in their 
XX own, it being giided over, and called by 
another Namie 15 the latter Caſe; yet it is 
XX not really another, but the ſame thing. 
The Hicting and grieving Men fot the 
lake of their Religious Principles, is Per- 


2 7 qtally derefted by us. The many Cruelties 
- = practiſed by the Roman Catholicks have 


Vet Proreſlants have been too apt to che- 


1 d gnatiol. And, 


- KF AS Perſecution does not change its Na- 
J k A Tx from the different Hands by which it 
u? is executed, ſo neither is it leſs Perſecution, 
lelk. A b) teaſon of the different Hay, or the 
p i 1 Dig Degree in which it is practiſed. 
wy ing and grieving Men fot the 
/ auf | ade of their” Opinions is Perſecution, in 
- in- what Way;” or Har Degree ſoevet it 
de e 9 | _ takes 


As . mote inconſiſtent with ſome Mens | 
ES 


G » 
5 
4 
1 
2 
3 
4; 
Ip 
+ 
! - 
4 
: - 
1 
4 1 
£ 


ö 

© i 

: = ſecution, whether it be in Poland or in 
| | Britain: And therefore it ought to be e- 


often deeply affetted the Proteſtant World; 
And madeevery tender Heart to bleed; and, 


N kw that Viper in their 0ws Boſoms, which 
when ſeen at a diſtance preying upon o. 
| thers, raifes in them ſo much Horror and 
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or to a greater or leſſer Degree. Perſecu- 


the greater Inſtances only deeply affet? us, T7 


( 42 J — — 
takes place. He that makes his Neighbours 
differing from him in Opinion, the Ground 
and Reaſon of his contributing to his Uu. 
happineſs, is guilty of Perſecution, whe- 
ther he afflicts him in this or that Way, 


tion in its actorious Inſtances, (ſuch as the 
Cruelties of the Inquiſition, the Maſſacres 
of France or Ireland, the Burnings of 
Smithfield, the Executions at Thorn, and 
the like) is exceeding ſhockzng to human 
Nature, as it makes a deep impreſſion upon 


the more tender part of our Compoſition, * 


viz. our Affections, and thereby chills our. 
Blood when we reflect upon it. And as 


and ſtrike us with Horror; ſo ſome Men 
are apt to think that theſe only are vile, 


and come under the Name of Per ſecutioon 
| Whereas every Injury, done to our Neigh- 


bour for the ſake of his religious Prin- 
ciples, is Perſecution, and has the ſame a- 
tural Vileneſs, of what degree ſoever it be. 


It ſprings from the ſame Root, and would if NV 


indulged carry Men to the higheſt Severi- © 
Man to bring another before the Judgment- | 

Seat, in order to have him fined or 7mpri 
ſoned, for his advancing a Propoſition which 
_ contradicts another Propoſition that bad 
been advanced before, would, if indulged, i 
diſpoſe him to hale the other to Execution, 
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tho poſſibly it is what at firſt he did not 


intend. If thoſe Men who are for node. 


be told that the time would come in which 
© they would embrue their Hands in the Blood 
of their innocent Neighbours, they would 
be apt to cry out with Hagael, Am J a 


z ther 7 Poul to this great Wicked 
nes? And yet the ſame Motive, and the 
XZ ſame Spirit which diſpoſed them to the 4% 


Fer, would, if followed effeQually, lead 


them on to do the greater Eil. 

1s it not then high time for Chriſtiaus 
of all Denominations whatſoever, to put 
on the Fyirit of Chriſtianity, by putting 


on that Spirit and Temper which abundant- 
ly ſhewed itſelf in Him whoſe Name they 
bear? The Spirit of Chriſt is a Spirit of 
Love, and Love worketh no ill to its 
= Nezghbour. And as our being animated 


by this Spirit is what will be an Evidence 
to us that we are Chriſt's true Diſciples; 
„Jo this will be ſuch an Antidote as will ef- 


rate Perſecution (as ſome call it) ſhould 
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48 we ought to purge-out every thing. 


that may diſpoſe us to Perſecution, fo we 


ought from the Reaſon of the thing to nſe 
our Endeavours to check and controut it 
when or wherever it appears. Perſecution is 


a deadly Evil, which every Heart and every 


Hand ſhould be engaged to banz/h from this 
World. We areall by nature united in the 
one great Society, or Common-Wealth of 


Mankind: And tho we are divided into 
Kingdoms, Nations, &c. which are Parts 
and Branches of that one great Society; yet 


Our Vnion with 07EC Part dos not deſtroy 
our Relation, nor take off our Obligations, 


to the reſt. We are by nature ſo far made 
Guardians of each other's Happineſs, . as 
that it becomes our Duty, when their Ne- 


ceſſity calls, and our Ability enables, to 


miniſter Aſſiſtance and Succour to them. 
Let then every Proteſtant, | every Chrifs 


# 7 


tian, every Man put forth his Endeavour 


to ſuppreſs and baniſh, as a common Evil. 


Perſecution from this Globe. But. 
O HAPPY, thrice happy Bram 


She ſitteth as a Qucen among the Na- 
tions, and as a Priuceſ7 among the Pro- 


vinces, and knows no ſuch Sorrow ; being 
under the Guardianſhip of a PRINcE, whoſe 
Reign has not been polluted and ſtained 


with the Blood of Per ſecution, and I truſt 
will not; a PRIX SE who has hitherto not 
only made Britain's Enemies to be at 


Peace 


». 


(45) 
1 | Ppace with: her, bur has kept her alſo 

X from offering ger to her /2lf, = 
= from thruſting a Dagger into her own 
F ben, ; which, is the Cafe of Perſecution. 
2 Her Children, tho 4 Geri much in theix re- 
ligious Sentiments, (which poſſi bly be abe 
1 Cle all the World over, where Men have. 


Fe may every one fic down under his own, 
Vine, and under his Fig-tree,- enjoying the 


Violence cannot hurt; and by the Bleſſing of 
a good Government, the Lyoniſh, Wolfiſh 
3 75 Which is greedy of Prey, and dong 
to devour, is made peaceably to lie down 


.O- BRITAIN! may ſach Peace long 


1, 5 happy Days be lengthened out to many 
if Generations: Be thou as a City, that is at 
+ FT Ozzy in it (elf, Rom Members are ce- 
a- mented together by the Syirit of Love. 
o- Let thy Yirtue KD. 


ot to the Grave, till he hath filled up 
at | 1 Y £00 old Ae, and be gathered to bis * 


ce 1 * 
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not Pad-locks put upon their Underſtands 


$  Fraits of their own Labour, and haye none 
$. its * 1 make them raid. In ber the Sons of 


with the Lamb; yea, the Kid, the Hat- 
ang g and the young 3 lie down together. 


Y * continue within thy Walls, and Plenteout- A 
W + within thy elec And may thy 


G . -/3 render thee 
ng i Y amiable in the Sight of the Nations; and 
le. let thy Glory ſhine forth as the Sur at Noon 
ed I $4 May thy Guardian Angel long con- 
iſt [7 | tinue to be ſuch; let him not go _ 
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| Ss 
fers as a ſhock of Corn that is full ripe. 
May the Princes that ſpring out of his 
Loins be Britains Protector to our lateſt 
Poſterity. And, O that it may be a Diadem 
in their Croum that they have anſwered © 
the Purpoſes of Covernment, by guarding 
and ſecuring the Happineſs of this People. 
And may every Deſign formed againſt hem 
or Britain's  Profperity,” be blaſted and 
11 brought to nought/- Burt 
| CAN there be any Men who ean wh the | 
Removal of ſurh a Goberument, Whillt they+ 
ll} happily live under the Protection of it? if 
aan ſuch there are, as they muſt be'Monſters 
„ in nature, ſo I truſt their Number is but 
| || ſmall. We are guarded from Enemies 42. 
| I} broad, and kept in the quiet Poſſeſſion of 
| f every Bleſſing at home, which Government 
Was deſigned to ſecure to us: And what 
18/8 farther'can we wiſh for? not ſurely for the 
1 freturn of a Popiſh Pretender, becauſe that 
is to with the Return of Popery, the Re. 


„— 


* 
„ rages. 99; 


ae eee St a Ie ASC I 


—— c  wag9—nn cage. 
——— — 


— 2 r A T AA — R ＋‚eůlrn ,... . „ 


3.7 I 2. 
„ $ 2.3 


= 2 „ 
r ö . — 
* mn EAA 467 Its 


"Sola Are 


1 Ween UAE roma pg IH Ser ot on eto. err 
DEE oo Fo ES TY 
„Ne & $2 7 


' Fs turn of Miſery. Popery is an Engine fitted 
"1188 to deſtroy and lay waſte the Happineſs of 
| Mankind, by introducing Oppreſſion, ): 
e, anny and Perſecution. Can then any Man, 
who wiſhes Britain's Glory and Happineſs, 
deſire the Removal of that Prince, that 
1 Family from the Throne, which are our on- 
|! ly Security? And can he wiſh for the plac- 
ing a Poprſh Pretender in their ſtead oy 8 
C thar 
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that is an apparent Contradiction; every 
ſuch Perſon being in the nature of the thing 
an Enemy to Britain's Happineſs. 


T O conclude, let Per/ecution ceaſe 5 
and be no more heard of, either in Britain 
or in this World. And let Peace and Tran- 
—X grillity flouriſh and prevail in his and in 


„ V2 Lands. And then the gracious Purpoſe 


of our kind Creator will be fully anſwered, 


to which I am perſuaded every good Man 
XZ will ſay, Amen. 


in the common Felicity of his Creatures: 
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10 


A dmonition. HT 


. . 
Have read the Admonition ; ad tho I 


do not think your Complaints well 
grounded, yet preſuming that they are 


1 5 the Produce of K7ndneſ5, and intended for 
mine and the publick Good, therefore I 


Y return you my hearty Thanks. Your good 
1 | 3 © wiſhes are the ſame, and therefore my Gbli- 
© garions to you muſt be the {ame allo, whe- 
4 IF ther your Opinion and Repreſentation of 
ö my Writings are yuſt or not. And tho I 
1 have hitherto determined not to take no- 
tice of any nameleſs Tract, becauſe I think 
it is dealing with an Adverſary upon an un- 

equal Foot; and tho I intend to abide by 
14 is Reſolution for the time to come, un- 
3 les ſomething extraordinary ſhall diſpoſe 

; me to the contrary, yet I have thought pro- 

DS G 2 per 
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5 per upon this Occaſion to trouble you with 
a Letter, becauſe I am willing to write a 
few Words upon thoſe Points which ire the 
Grounds of your Complaints againſt me. 

THE general Charge is, how little 
Honour, how little Service J have done 
to the Chriſtian Religion. And this nega. 
tive Charge is in the general ſupported by i 
Complaints of the ſame kind, vzz. that! 
have aſcribed too little to Faith, to Goſpel 
Ordinances, &c. with reſpect to the ob- 
taining God's Faveur. And here, if ! 
may be allowed to follow the Example of 
my Admoniſher, I may likewiſe take up 
my Complaint againſt him, and ſay, that 
he has been too ſparing in this Particular, 
by omitting to complain againſt another 
Perſon, who ſtands equally chargeable with © 
what 1 am complained of for; one wo 
ſays not a word of Faith or Goſpel Ordi- 7 
nances, Sc. when he was profeſſedly treat. 
ing of the Grounds of Divine Favour or 
\ Diſpleaſure; one whoſe Sayings are likely 
to do much more Damage (if any can ariſe 
from ſuch a Procedure) than any Sayings 
of mine can be ſuppoled to doo. 
Matt. 25. 31, To the end of the Chap- i 
ter. When the Son of Man ſhall come in 
his Glory, and all the holy Angels with 
him, then ſhall he fit upon the Throne of 
his Glory: And before him ſhall be gather- x 
ed all Nations; and he ſhall ſeparate the 
Dh 010 i 
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= one from the other, as a S hepherd divi. 
derb the Sheep from the Goats : and he 
Hall ſet the Sheep on his right hand, and 
the Goats on the left. Then ſhall the King 
ſay unto them on his right hand, Come ye 
Bleſſed of my Father, inherit the King- 
dom prepared for you from the Founda- 
tion of the World: For I was an hungred. 
and ye gave m Meat; I was thirſty, and 
ye gave me Drink; I was a Stranger, 
and ye took me in; naked, and ye clothed 
= me; I was ſick, and ye viſited ine; I was 
in Priſon, and ye came unto me. Then 
hall the Righteous anſwer him, ſaying, 
Lord, when ſaw we thee an bungred, and 
fed thee; or thirſty, aud gave thee Drink? 
When ſaw we ' thee a Stranger, and took 
mee in; or naked, and clothed thee ? And 
o © the King ſhall anſwer and ſay unto them, 
ll. Perily 1 fay unto you, in as much as ye 


. A ES 


have done it unto one of the leaſt of theſe 


= my Brethren, ye have done it unto me. 

lv Typen ſhall he ſay alſo unto ihe bm the left 
= hand, Depart from me, ye Curſed, into 
everlaſting Fire, prepared for the Devil ll 
and his Angels: For I was an hungred, | 
and ye gave me no Meat; I was thirſty, 1 
and ye gave me no Drink; I was a Stran- | 
ger, and ye took me not in; naked, and ye ih 
= clothed me not; ſick and in Priſon, aud e 
Viſited me not. Then ſhall they alſo au- 
fever him, ſaying, Lord, when ſaw we 
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(54) 
thee an hungred, or a thirſt, or a Stranger, 
or naked, or ſick, or in Priſon, and did 
not miniſter unto thee ! Then ſhall he 
anſwer them, ſaying, Verily 1 ſay unto 
you, in as much as ye did it not to one of 
the leaſt of theſe, ye did it not to me. And 
theſe ſhall go away into everlaſting Pu. 
niſhment, but the Righteous into Life eter- 
nal. N OTH 

THE Words I haye here cited are a 
Diſcourſe of our Saviour's, in which he 
gives an Account of the J4aſt Judgment, of 
the Grounds of Divine Fayour or Diſplea- 
ſure, and of the righteous Sentences which 
will be pronounced upon Men, according 
as they have rendered themſelves the ſn- 7 
table and proper Objects of Reward or 
Puniſhment, And this Diſcourſe ſurely  * 
aftords a large Subject for my Admoniſher 
to have exerciſed his complaining Talent 
upon. He might, 7/7, have oblerved the 7 
perſonal Character of him that ſpake, v:z. 
that he was conſtituted to be a Light to 
the World, or a ſure Guide to eternal Hap- 
pineſs; by repreſenting to, and preſſing up- 
on Men whatever was ahſolutely neceſſary, 
and would effectually /ecure to them the 
Love and Favour of God. Secondly, My 
Admoniſher might have obſerved what the | 
Subjeft was, which the Speaker profeſſealy 
undertook to treat of, vg. the 4aſt Fudg- 
ment, the Groxnds upon which the Judge 
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* (55) 
== will act, and the Sentence which he will 
„ pas upon all Men accordingly. And from 
4 i hence he might have argued (in his own 
„e BE Way) that for /ich a Fer ſon, upon ſuch 
= an Occaſion, to take no notice of Faith 
or Goſpel-Ordinances, of his own Merits, 
and the like, and to declare plain Virtue, 
Humanity and Charity the Ground of God's 
Fäavour, and the want of theſe the Ground 
of his D-/p/eaſure, muſt be a prodigious 
Neglect indeed; a Neglect, that is not ve- 
== ry e very ſerviceable, or rather, 
= which is di ſhonourable and diſſerviceable to 
the Chriſtian Religion, and therefore ought 
to be complained of. Now for my Admo- 


= Miſchief could ariſe to Mankind from a 


more injurious than any, Writings of mine 
can poſſibly be) and to ſingle out me to 


inſtance of Partiality, or at leaſt a mani- 
= fect Neglect in my Admoniſher. But to 
== return. 5 . 


are of 7200 kinds, viz. Exceſs, and Defect. 


of Men to know and do their Duty; and 
7ity, in rendering Men acceptable and well 


Defect, 


niſner to pals it over in ſilence (when if any 


Di.ſcourſe of this kind, this ſurely muſt be 


lodge his Complaints againſt, I think is an 


THE Faults or Errors complained of 


IThoſe of Exceſs are, that I aſcribe: zoo 
= much to Reaſon, or the natural Capacities 


too much to Virtue, Humanity, and Cha- 


pleaſing to God. The Errors or Faults of 


— amd * uo 


1 
Defect, are Conſequences drawn from the 
foremention d Exceſſes, namely, that 1 
aſcribe too little to Revelation, and to Di- 
vine Aſſiſtance, in the Knowledge and Prac- 
tice of our Duty, and roo little to Faith, 
to Goſpel-Ordinances, and to the Suffer. 
ings and Death of Chriſt, with regard to 
God's favour, and the Divine acceptance. 
Theſe, I think, are the Sum of what is 
charged upon me: And in ſpeaking to each 
of theſe, I think I ſhall conſider all that 
my Admoniſher has complained of. And, 
| FIRST, A Fault or Error of Exceſs, * 
which is charged upon me, is, that J aſcribe 
too much to Reaſon, or the natural Capa- 
cities of Men to know and do their Duty, 7 
Here I ſhall take for granted (as being elſe: 
where proved) the following Propoſition, 
viz. That God ts abſolutely wiſe and good. © © 
This being admitted, it will follow, that 
God will not require or expect the Perfor- I 
mance of any thing as Duty from any 
Creature, but what is proper for him to re- 
quire of ſuch Creature, and what is fit for 
that Creature to perform, conſidering his 
Abilities, his Condition and Circumſtances 
in Life. I ſay, this will unavoidably fol- 
low, if the forementioned Propoſition be 
admitted; becauſe to act otherwiſe is 426 
ſolutely inconſiſtent with that Character: 
That is, if God ſhould require any thing 
as Duty from a Creature which was unf 
_ ER OT 
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for him to require, or the Cyeature to per- 
form, conſidering his Abilities, Circum- 


be / vere, arbitrary, and unkind, and con- 
ſequently be abſolutely inconſiſtent with 
miſdom and Goodneſs. | 

EZ NOW if this be the Truth of the Caſe, 
which I imagine my Admoniſher (notwith- 
=E ſtanding all his Complaints) will not ven- 
ture to deny, then it will follow that no- 
thing can be a Man's Duty but what comes 
within the reach of his intellectual Faculty 
co diſcoyer, and his ave Faculty to per- 
form. Whether we conſider him ſauding 
or fallen, it alters not the Caſe; becauſe as 


tion in Life change, ſo his Duty changes 
with them. And therefore if there be any 


DS f. the Fall of Adam, then a Change of his 
r⸗ Duty will unavoidably follow; becauſe, as 
I obſerved above, nothing in the Nature 


his what comes within the Reach of his intel- 
es lectual Faculty to diſcover, and his active 
Faculty to perform; every thing elſe bein 

unreaſonablèe and unjuſt, when it is conſi- 
r 
If it ſhould be ſaid that Adam fell from 
Ja State of Innocency into a State of Apoſ- 
e . 
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ſtances and Condition in Life; this would 


his Abilities, his Circumſtances or Condi- 


Change in the natural Abilities of Man by 


and Reaſon of the thing (with my Admo- 
dr niſher's Leave) can be a Man's Duty but 
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tacy, and that this Fall muſt make a con- 
ſiderable Change of his Abilities : | 
I ANSWER, if this be admitted, then 


it will follow that as his Abilities decrea/ed, 


his Duty decreaſed in N But 
how does it appear that his Abilities muſt 
ſuffer ſuch a Change by the loſs of his In- 


nocence? Man, like all other Creatures, 
muſt be innocent when called into being, 


ſince tis abſurd to ſuppoſe that any Crea- 


ture can be a Criminal antecedent to its Ex- 


z/tence, or that it ſhould become a Criminal 
by its Heginning to be; becauſe Exiſtence 
to every Creature is the Effect of the Pow- 
er and Will of another. And as Man 


was made an innocent Creature, (which was 
the Cale of Stones and Trees, which were 
equally free from Fault as well as Man) 
ſo he was likewiſe made a moral Agent, 
which rendered him capable of becoming a 
Criminal, by being in a Capacity of acting 
 agreeably or contrary to that Rule of Action 
by which he ought to conduct his Behavi- 
our. Man tranſgreſſed that Rule, and loſt 


his Innocency : But what has this to do 


with his Abilities? His intellectual and 


active Faculties were not deſtroyed by his 


Tranſgqreſſion, but continu'd the fame after 
his Fall as before it. Man, it is true, was 


from his Make and Conſtitution liable to 


abuſe his Faculties: But it will not follow 
from thence, that by his Tranſgreſſion he 


would 
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(59) 
would % the 1ſe of them; the contrary 
to which is true, becauſe we all experience 
in our ſelyes thoſe Faculties of Intelligence 
and Activity which Adam was created with; 
which Faculties, as they were placed in us 
by our Creator to 4z/cover to us our Duty, 
and to render us capable of performing it, 
„ ſeo if they are rightly uſed and attended to, 
rare ſſſicient for that Purpoſe: and to ſup- 


„ pole the contrary, is to charge God fvo/- 
| XK 2/44, by repreſenting him as providing 
e Means not ſufficient to reach the End they 
care directed to. And. N 
n AS Man is thus naturally qualified to 
Ss Luo and do his Duty, ſo he may do it 
re with Eaſe and Certaiuty. Duty Roddy is 
1) not ſuch a range, myſterious, out of the 
ft, X77 way thing, as ſome would repreſent it to be. 
a Neither is God ſuch an w»k/nd and ungene- 
ng Los Governour as to lay a Trap for his 
n Creatures, by making that their Duty 


which is exceeding difficult to be known, 


leſs will he make that their Duty which is 
above their Ability to diſcover or perform, 
for then he muſt be a hard and cruel Ma/- 
der indeed. And here I would beg my 


W ſeating, or inſinuating at leaſt, that he 


\ . as 


and which they are in very great Danger 
not to come at the knowledge of; much 


Aamoniſher to conſider what a Compliment 
he is paying to his kind Creator, by repre- 


makes Man's Duty ſo myſterious and great, 


660) 1 
as that it is exceeding difficult, yea above 
his Ability, to know or do. This furely 
reflects Diſhonour upon God's moral Cha. 
rater, becauſe ſuch a Conduct is unwor- 

thy of a wile and good Being. 
I HUs I have ſhewn what I aſcribe to 
Man, viz. an Ability to know and do his 
Duty. And this I think is not 700 much, be- 
cauſe it is not only what He is, but what in 
reaſon he ought to be poſſeſſed of: For if 
he had any thing leſs than this, he would 
have foo little; too little for God's Honuu. 
and his own Safety, or rather too little to 
render him an accountable Creature, becauſe 
he ovght not in Reaſon to be accountable F | 
for thoſe things which are above his Abi? 
lity to know or do. And from the foremen- 
tioned Error or Fault of Exceſs, I am, ? 
_ Secondly, BY way of Conſequence charg- 
ed with ru] Errors or Faults of Defect, 
Viz. that I aſcribe 790 little to Divine 
Revelation, with reſpect to the know- 
| ledge of our Duty; and co little to Di- 
vine Aſſiſtance, with reſpect to the Prac- 
tice of it. As to Divine Revelation I ob- 
ſerve, that tho Man's intellectual Faculty 
qualifies him to diſcover and know his Du- 
ty, yet he is /zable to neglect, or lay aſide | 
the ule of it, and to commit himſelf to 
other Guides to direct him in matters of 
Religion; and this renders him very liable 
to be miſled. And as Mankind are thus 
liable to lay aſide the uſe of their . 
3 


6619 
ſo this has manifeſtly been the Caſe in 
Fact. The Pagan World were lo far from 
uſing and following their Reaſon in matters 
of Religion, | that on the contrary, they 
acted againft it, being under the Direction 
of Oracles and Prieſis, and Men who pre- 
tended to have Communication with the 
Gods So that their barbarous, ſtupid, 
and burden ſome Religion was lo far from 
being the Reſut of Reaſon, or of the De- 
fetts of it, that it was introduced by Mens 
laying aſide their Reaſon in matters of Re- 
ligion, and ſubſtituting. pretended Revela- 
. : ARG: 4; 
As this was the Caſe with reſpect to 
the Pagan World, ſo ſurely it was an In- 
== ſtance of Divine Kindneſs, and exceeding 
= uſeful and adyantageous to Mankind, for 
God to give them a Revelation, whereby 
to deliver them from the Bondage and Cor- 
ruption of all pretended Revelations, and 
to reſtore them to their manly Liberty, by 
reducing them to the right Uſe and Exer- 
cite of their Reaſon in matters of Religi- 
on. And this was plainly the Caſe of the 
= Chriſtzan Revelation, the Uſe of which 
was not fo much to /#per/ede or ſupply the 
Defects of our natural Faculties, as to call 
us back to a 7;4ht U/e of them, which 
was our Duty independent of and antecc- 
dent to that Revelation; by laying before 
us a Rule of Action, which our Reaſon 
approves 


(5827) 
ils approves and. zuſtifies ; by preſcribing a 
my Mode of Worſhip free from that Loaf of 
abominable Superſtitions, which was very 1 
injurious to the Pagan World; and by re- 
preſenting to us the certain Conſequences ® 
4198 of a good or bad Life, with reſpe& to Di- 


vine Favour or Diſpleaſure ; thereby to en- 
my gage our Paſſions, our Defires, our Hopes 
at and Fears in the Intereſi of Religion. This, 
5 I think; is the State of the Caſe with re- 
ſpect to the Chriſtian Revelation; the giving 
of which, as it is a very great Inſtance off 
God's Kindneſs and Good- will to Mankind, 
ſo it is highly uſeful and beneficial to them. 
THUS have I ſhewn what I aſcribe to 
| Revelation; and I think I have not aſcribed XZ 
too little, becauſe if I ſhould aſcribe more, 
it might be ro much too much for the 
Honour of God, and for the Comfort and 
Safety of Mankind. For if Revelation is 
fo ab/olutely neceſſary, as that Man's Duty a 
cannot be diſcover'd without it, then ſfure- 
ly far the greateſt Part of Mankind muſt 
be in a deplorable Condition indeed. The 
Chriſtian Revelation was not given till a 
Multitude of Ages were paſt: And ſince iſ 
it has been given, it has been far from pre- 
vailing all over the World. And there- i 
fore if Man by his Condition in Nature 
upon the Fall of Adam, was unqualified 
to know, and conſequently to do his Du- 
ty, then the Multitudes of Mankind la 
= ES ave 
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XZ have been deſtitute of Revelation, muſt 
be wholly wnaccountable, (ſo far as their 
Incapacity extends) or elſe they mult be in 
a damnable State, beyond all poſlibility 
of Relief, for any thing we can /ee to the 
® contrary. For tho Man be conſidered as 
under a natural Incapacity, yet I take it 
be is not ſuppos'd to be free from Guili 
on that account, (upon my Admoniſher”s 


this is a Doctrine as abſurd in itſelf, as 
diſhonourable to God, and as uncomfortable 
to Mankind, as the Doctrine of ab/0/ute 
Election and Reprobation It being equal- 
ly the ſame to a Man whether his Bam 


or of his he/ple/s Condition in Nature, 
which it was not in his power to prevent, 
== or deliver himſelf from. And this I would 
particularly recommend to the Conſidera- 


ſuaded he would not caſt ſuch diſhonour 
upon his ind Creator, if he ſaw what his 


lead to. And, 


me hard upon this Head, by urging Quo- 
| tations out of the Writings of Mr. Locke 
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ſuppoſe I have the higheſt Veneration ; yet 
if ic be expected I ſhould ſubmit my Judg- 
3 My 95 a 


* 


Principles) and therefore he lies open to the 
heavy Diſpleaſure of Almighty God. But 


nation be the Effect of an abſolute Decree, 


tion of my Auamoniſber, becauſe I am per- 


Principles in the iſſue would anavoidably 


THO he may poſlibly think to preſs 


and Dr. Clark, for whom he may well 
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I ment to their Authority, in this I beg leave 
14 to be excuſed. And if thoſe Gentlemen 
1 have urged the Neceſſity of a Revelation 
17 from the Inſisſfictency of Mens natural Fa- 
[1 culties to difcover their Duty, I muſt take 
14 the Liberty to 4z/ert from them, upon the 
4 Grounds 1 have before laid down. As to 


the State of the Pagan Yorl!, this I think 
Is plainly againſt them, becauſe the Cauſe 
of the Pagans Miſcarriages in matters of 
Religion was not the Inſufficiency of Rea- 
ſon, but it was their zeg/e#7ng and laying 
that a/zde, and giving themſelves up to be 
conducted by Przefts and Oracles, and 
pretended Revelations. Again. 
__ Thwdly, THE other Error or Fault 
of Defect, ſuppoſed to follow by Conſe- 
quence from the forementioned Error or 
Fault of Exceſs, is, that I aſcribe 20 little 
to Divine Aſſiſtance with reſpect to the 
Practice of our Duty. What I have faid 
of this matter is moſtly contained in my 
Examination of Mr. Barclays Principles, 
and in my Reply to Mr. Beaven's Defence 
of him: wherein I have allowed, that God 
may ſometimes kindly interpoſe, and by 
4 a ſupernatural Operation bring to Mens 
1 View ſuch uſeful Truths, as they, thro 
oo! <£ Sloth, Bigotry, or ſome other Impedi- 
1 | £ ** ment, are ignorant of, or do not attend to: 
150 * And likewiſe that God may by thoſe O- 
. ** perations preſent fach Motives to Mens 
= e minds 
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Minds as are neceſſary to excite to good 
„Actions, ſtill leaving them perfectly at 
« liberty, as moral Agents, whether they 
« will hearken to and follow, or reject 
thoſe, wholeſom Counſels, as he by ſuch 
66 ſupernatural Operations, or by the writ- 
« ten Word, is pleaſed to lay before them. 
Page 4. of my Reply to Mr. Beaver. 
= THUS far I have a//owed; but this 
my Aamoniſber complains of as foo little. 
= tho I think he is vitalen, becauſe if I had 
allowed more, it would have been 7g0 much; 
too much for Man to remain a oral Agent, 
or an accountable Creature, or a proper 
Object of Reward or Puniſhment ; ſeeing 
more than I have allowed above would 
have been inconſiſtent with human Liberty. 
Every Action*in which Man is properly a 
moral Agent, for which he is accountable, 
and which renders him the proper Object 
of Reward or Puniſhment, muſt in the na- 
ture of the thing be the Eyect and Pro- 
duce of Man's Will and Agency, and not 
of 'the Will and Agency of another. And 
therefore if more were aſcribed to the In- 
fluence of the Spirit, with reſpe to the 
Performance of Man's Duty, than I have 
allowed above, it would be too much. 
BUT here my Admoniſher returns up- 
on me by obſerving, that I aſcribe nothing 
to the Spirit with reſpect to the Heart and 
Acfectious of Men, which he looks upon | 
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in a different View) appear d:/agreeable, 
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to be the main Point. By the Heart and 


Aflections 1 underſtand the ſame thing 
For if my Admoniſher means otherwile, 


then I do not underſtand him. However, 
I ſhall conſider the Heart and Aﬀections as 
the ſame, the Affections being ſuppoſed to 
be /eated in, or to ſpring from that Part of 
Man's Body which is called the Heart. 
The Affections are to be conſider'd as Parts 


and Branches of the human Compoſition, 
or as ſomething which fows from it: And 


theſe are called into Exerciſe, or into Be- 
ing, by Objects from without, which are dif- 


ferently, and at different times preſented to 


the Mind. And each Affection is /{ronger 
or weaker, from ſomething different in the 
Compoſition and Conſtitution of each Crea- 


ture. Thus Love and Hatred, Hope and 
Fear. Joy and Sorrow, and the like, are 
either called into Exerciſe, or into Being, 
by Objects from without, which either 
ſtrike and awaken thoſe Affections, or elle 


give Being to them. And each of theſe Af- 


fections are ſtronger or weaker, according 


to the Conſtitution of each Creature, or as 
they have been check d or indulg'd by that 
Creature. One Affection may likewiſe take 
place of, and /#pplant another oppoſite to 
it: Thus the ſame Object which appears 
agreeable to day, and fo excites the Affec- 
tion of Love, may to morrow (when taken 


and 


„ £600) | 
and excite the contrary Affection, vig. 
Hatred. And, MLS 


As the Aﬀections are excited by Ob- | 


jects from without, ſo theſe Objects are 
x to the Mind different ways, vir. 


y the Senſes, by Man's own Reflections, 
by another Agent, or the like. Thus I 
may repreſent to a Man the Evil he will 
draw upon himſelf by the performance of 
this or that Action; and this may awaken 
his Fear, and be a Check or Reſtraint up- 
on him with regard to the performance of 


that Action. And in ſuch a Caſe, I may, 


in a /econdary and leſ proper Senſe, be 
ſaid to influence the Man's Heart and Af. 
fections, and to work a Change in him, 


when in ſtrictneſs of Speech I am no more 


than barely an Inſirument, in bringing thoſe 
Ideas or Objects to his View, which, by his 


conſidering and reflecting upon them, were 


the Ground and Reaſon of his Change. And, 
HERE my Reader will eaſily diſcern 


how far 1 allow the Spirit of God may 


work upon the Hearts and Affections of 


Men, vi. by bringing to their View ſuch 


Objects as are proper to excite their Aﬀec- 


tions, ſtill leaving them as much at /zberty 
to attend to, or reject what is thus offered, 


as they are when thoſe Objects are preſent. 


ed to the mind any other way, or by any 
other Agent or Inſtrument. And here I 
conceive I do not aſcribe t little to the 
Spirit of God with reſpect to the perfor- 


. mance 
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mance of Man's Duty, becauſe if I aſcribe 
more, it will be too much. 


FOR if God ſhould fo far interpeſs. as as 


to raiſe or change the Affections of Men, 


abſtrattedly from any Objects from wich. 
out, (tho this Suppoſition is an Ab ſurdit 
becauſe every Affection ſuppoſes vn Ob- 
jet which it is exerciſed upon) and ſuppoſe 
ſuch Affections are the Springs of Action 


in Man, then Man is a mere Machine He 
loves and deſires and acts, he :krvows not 


what nor why ; or rather, he does not love 
nor deſire nor act at all, but ſome other 
Agent loves and deſires and acts in him. 


And conſequently Man is at a moral Agent, 


is act accountable, is not a og © Object 
of Reward or Puniſhment, at 
thoſe Caſes, in which the Spirit of God 2n- 
terpoſes, as aforeſaid. 

BESIDES, if the Hearts and Aﬀec: 


tions of Men, by their Condition in Na- 


ture, are evil, which Evil it was not in their 


Caſe is the ſame to Mankind as if their State 


had been determined by an ab/olute De- 


cree, For as every Man, from his Condi- 


tion in Nature, muſt of courſe be a bad 
Man, except God interpoſes and changes 
his Heart and Affections; ſo every Man 
that is bad, would become good, if God 


would 


eaſt in all 


Power to prevent, nor to free themſelves 
from; and if this Evil expoſes them to the 
| Diſpleaſure. of Almighty God, then the 


[| | | 


| io 
| ; 


| 


would interpoſe and change his Heart. 


the Truth of the Caſe. 1 3 

zrror or Fault 
of Exceſ is; that I aſcribe oo much to 
Virtue, Humanity and Charity, with re- 
ſpect to God's Favour and Acceptance. 
And here, again, I ſhall take for granted 
the Propoſition I mentioned above, viz. 
that God is abſolutely wiſe and good. This 
being allowed, it will follow, that he will 
not /ove nor hate, reward nor puniſh any 
Perſon, upon any other Account than his 


| Bd ora ENT 


Goodneſs or Badneſs in Men (upon this 
Principle) is not a matter of Chozce or 
Election in them; but one Man is bad by 
or from his Condition in Nature, and ano- 
ther is good by God's interpoſing, and chang- 


% ing his Heart and Aﬀections. But this 
Dottrime reflects great Diſhonour upon our 


kind Creator, and therefore ſurely is not 


 Fourthly, M other 


being the ſutable and proper Object of his 
Approbation or Averſion : Becauſe to love 


or hate, reward or puniſh upon any other 
Motive, is wrong in it ſelf, and is the Et- 
fedt of Weakneſs or Vitinſneſs; and 


therefore is abſolutely inconſiſtent with the 
Character of the Divine Being. 


IHE Queſtion then is, what is it that 
makes Man a /ovely Creature, and thereby 


renders. him a proper Object of Divine 


Regard. And this I fay is Virtue, Hu- 


manity, and Charity ; or, in other words, 
„ 1 it 


(70) 
it is the putting on ſuch a Temper of mind, 
and ſuch a Behaviour as becomes us as Men, 
which renders us worthy of the Favour of 
God. Man is a dependent Creature, who 
owes himſelf and all his Enjoyments to the 
Benevolence of his kind Creator, to whom 
he cannot poſſibly make any grateful Re- 


N turn of Kindneſs again. So that the Sum 
4 of his Duty to God is Love and Thank- 
I} fulneſs; and this includes in it his Duty to 
100 his Neighbour, which is the Fulflling of 


1 the Law: Seeing true Love and Thankful- 
1 neſs to God conſiſts in having a juſt Senſe 
of his Goodneſs upon our Minds, and in 
fi carefully uſing the Benefits he beſtows on 
| it us, to anſwer the w2/e and good End for 
which they were given, vis. the common 
i 8 ener, 4 has 


ail > „ 


— - 
, — . ES. * „ 
a — 2 A 1 2 1 9 


* 
AL INT 


— 


err 


| IHE common Felicity, and therein the 
} Honour and Glory of God, is the grand 
i | Deſign of the preſent Syſtem of things, 
| | and the great End which our kind Creator 
'Y had in View, in calling this World into 


| WY being. And as Man was deſigned and con- 

1 ſtituted to be a Sharer in, and a Contri- 
1 buter to the common Tranquillity ; fo 
1 when he has ſuch a 7½½% Sen ſè of his Crea- 
WF tors Goodneſs as becomes a Principle 
1 f Action in him, and diſpoſes him care- 
1 fully to uſe the Benefits he receives in 
4!!! anſwering the wiſe and kind Purpoſe of 
I the Benefactor, by contributing to the 


well- 
| 
ißt T 


g 
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J 
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e 
well-being of the reſt of his fellow - Crea- 
tures, and by introducing as much Happi- 
_ neſs into the Creation as he can; This is 
true Love, true Thankfulneſs, and is what 
will render him truly /ovely and valuable in 
the Sight of God. For, % | 
TH O every virtuous good Man ought 
and will be ready, on all proper Occaſions, 
publickly to acknowledg the Benefits he 
receives, to the Prazſe of the Donor, 
| yet thele Acknowledgments are not 
Love or Gratitude, but only the outward 
Marks and Signs of them, and which too 
oſten are ſeparated from them. Thele Ac- 
knowledgments, theſe Calves of our Lips, 
are no more than an outward Profeſſion of 
Love and Thankfulneſs, or at moſt the 
lower kind of Fruits of them. By theſe 
Acknowledgments we tell Almighty God, 
or rather fell one another, that we are 
loving and thankful. But theſe conſidered. 
abſtrattedly, are far from being Love or 
Thankfulneſs it ſelf, becauſe the contrary 
may take place in us notwithſtanding thoſe 
Profeſſions. And therefore when a Man 
has /uch a Senſe of his Creator's Goodneſs 
| Upon his Mind, or engages him to _—_ 
the Benefits he receives to anſwer the wile 
and good End for which they were given; 
this is true Love and Gratitude, and will 
render a Man a thouſand fold more 
valuable in himſelf, and more acceptable 
| 1 | ro 
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to God, than all the moſt pompous nu- 
merous Compliments' which he can poſſibly 
nn 
As to Prayer, whether we conſider it 
as a ſolemn Addreſs to God for the good 
things we want, or for the Continuance of 
thoſe we already enjoy; whether for the 
removing the Evils we ſuffer, or for the 
PR” thoſe we fear; in all thoſe Views 
it is ſtrictly and properly a Duty we owe 
to 0ur ſelves, like as it is our Duty to la- 
bour for our daily Bread, and to uſe all pro- 
per Means to procure the great End of Be- 
ing to our ſelves, viz. our preſent and 
future Happineſs, And therefore as far as 
Prayer is ſabſervient to render us the pro- 
per Objects of Divine Regard, by render- 
ing us worthy of the Benefits we pray for, 
and is a Meaxs to the obtaining of them; 


ſo far it is a Benefit to us, and may ina 


ſecondary and leſs proper ſenſe be ſaid to 
render us acceptable to God: I ſay, it may 
render us acceptable to God, not upon its 
own Account, conſidered abſtractedly as 
Prayer, but as it is a Means to produce 
in us ſuch a Temper and Conduct as renders 

us truly lovely and valuable in the Eyes 
of our Maker. e yy 
THUS I have ſhewn what I aſcribe to 

Virtue, Humanity, and Charity; and I 

think I did not aſcribe' 799 much, becauſe 
if I had aſcribed leſs, it would haye been 
= „ £00 


per Evidence, is the ſame, an 


BOS. + & FO 
too little Too little for God's Honour; 
for if he does not /ove and accept the ver- 
tuous human charitable Man, he cannot be 
a wiſe and a good Being. Again, 

- Fifthly, ONE of the Faults or Errors 
of Defect? which I am. charged with, and 
which is urged by way of Conſequence 
from the foregoing Error or Fault of Ex- 
ceſs, is, that I aſcribe %% little to Faith, 
By Faith I ſuppole my Admoniſher muſt 
mean an Aſſent to this general Propoſiti- 
on, viz. That the Chriſtian Revelation is 
of” a divine Original; or elſe ſome parti- 
cular Propoſition or Propoſitions contained 
under that General, ſuch as, that Jeu zs 
the Chriſt, and the like. Upon which I 
obſerve, that Aſſent, as it is ſimply an Act 
or Judgment of the Mind f from pro- 

renders a 


an equally valuable in 4/0 Caſes; becauſe 


the Ground of Aſſent is not the Goodneſs 
or Badneſs, or the greater or leſſer Impor- 
tance of the Subject to which the Propo- 
ſition aſſented to relates, but only the 
Strength of the Evidence upon which the 
Truth of the Propoſition l or is 
ſuppoſed to depend. Bur, 3 
THO Aſſent in all Cafes is the ſame, 
yet the Truths or Propoſitions aſſented to 
may be very different, and of much greater 
Concern to Mankind in one Cale than in 
another. That the Whole is equal to all 
„%% 5 its 
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irs Parts, is a Propoſition of very little 


Concern to Mankind : but, That good 
Men will be happy, and bad Men miſerable 


in another World, are Propoſitions, the 
Truth of which nearly concerns us all ; 
becauſe it lies upon us to take all proper 
Meaſures to guard againſt the one, and to 


ſecure the other, that is, to become good 


Men ; ſeeing it is Goodneſs which entitles 
us to the one, and ſecures us from the o- 
ther. Now ſo far as any Revelation, or 
any Propoſitions contained in it, are /#6- 


ſervient to Goodneſs, and do really dilpoſe 


us to it, ſo far Faith in theſe Propoſitions 
is /erviceable to us, and may, tho in an 
improper Senſe, be ſaid to render us accep- 


table to God, not upon the account of 
any zntrinſick Worth or Value in Faith it 
ſelf conſidered as Faith, or an Act of Aſ- 
ſent, but as it has been fabſervient to- 


Goodneſs; which Goodneſs alone, ſtrictly 


ſpeaking, is what renders us acceptable to 


our Maker: becauſe a good Man will be 
equally valuable in himſelf, and acceptable 
to God, whether Faith be introductive to 


his Goodneſs or not; juſt as Health will be 
equally valuable, whether it be procured 
or preſerved by this or that Means. And, 


| THEREFORE as it is right to ren- 
der to Faith its due, ſo ſurely it muſt be 


wrong to render to it more than its due. 


If the Belzef of a Judgment to come has 
R 938 A 
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an Influence upon my-Temper and Actions, 
and changes them for the better, Faith is 
inſtrumentallj a Benefit to me: But if 
Faith has no ſuch Influence, (which Influ- 
ence depends upon my own Will) then it 
is of no advantage to me at all: And in 
this caſe, if 1 am influenced and wrought 
—_ it is not Faith ſtrictly ſpeaking, but 
the Obyect of Faith, or the Propoſition or 
Truth aſſented to, which is the Ground and 
Reaſon of my Change; and it is the Change 
it ſelf, and not the Way and Means by 
which it is brought about, that renders me 
acceptable to Gd. e eee 
I HUS I have ſhewn what I aſcribe to 
Faith; and I think I have not aſcribed 700 
little, becauſe if I had aſcribed more, it 
would have been oo much, as being more 
than it has a Title to, or than the Scrip- 
tures aſcribe to it. For tho Faith is ſpoken 
of there with great Applauſe, yet this was 
not on the account of any iutrin ſic Worth 
or Value in the thing it ſelf, but of that 
Virtue and Goodneſs which it was High 
ſabſervient to. The Bible, when it ſpeaks 
of, and conſiders Faith ab/{ratZedly from 
that Influence which it ſometimes has upon 
Mens Actions, pronounces it perfect Emp. 
tineſs or Nothing, Thus St. Paul faith of 
himſelf, 1 Cor. 13. 2. Tho, I have all 
Faith, ſo that I could remove Mountains, 
and have no Charity, I am nothing. And 
K 2 here 


62690 
here I think it may be juſtly preſumed, 
that the Faith of St. Paul was truly ortho- 
Aox, and ſufficiently /{rong, as being founded 
upon clear and convincing Evidence : And 
yet St. Paul declares, that his //rong ortho- 


dox Faith, when conſidered abſtractedly, 


was nothing ; that is, it would not be of 


any ſervice to him with reſpect to the ob- 


taining God's Favour. Now ſuppoſing the 
Apoſtle's words in the Text aboye ſhould be 
tranſpoſed, and be read thus, And tho I 


have all Charity, and have no Faith, I am 


nothing ; this I think would expreſs my 


Admoniſher's Principles. But ſurely it is 


not the Truth of the Caſe: For as Charity 


is truly valuable in it ſelf, ſo it diſpoſes 


Almighty God to cover or overlook a Mul- 
titude of ſuch Faults, or rather Defetts, as 
the want of Faith at moſt can reaſonably be 
ſuppoſed to be. Again. 


_ "Sixtbly, ANOTHER Error or Fault 
of Defed charged upon me, and which is 


ſuppoſed to follow by way of Conſequence 


from the laſt mentioned Error of Exceſs, 


is, that I aſcribe 700 little to Goſpel-Ordi- 


nances. And here I obſerve, that as Expe- 


rience abundantly ſhews Mankind to be 


much diſpoſed to Ceremonies, and external 


Obſervances, there being ſomething pom- 


pous in them which ſtrike and affect our 


Senſes; ſo in the Chriſtian Revelation there 


is Proviſion of this kind by the Appoint- 


ment 552 


ment of a few Ceremonies or Inſtitutions, 


which are plain and ſimplèe in themſelves, 


the leaſt burdenſome, and the moſt inſtruc- 
tive to us: And theſe are preſcribed not 
as Taxes upon Mankind, but to diſpoſe 


them to Virtue and Goodneſs in the ule of 
them, and to prevent their running into 


burdenſome and hurtful Superſtitions : And 


as far as they are ſubſer vient to theſe Ends, 


fo far they are »/eful and valuable to us, 
and in an improper Senſe may be ſaid to 
render us acceptable to God, as they are 
ſubſervient to that Virtue and Goodneſs 
which in truth and reality docs ſo. And 
as every good Man ought to attend on thoſe 


as means to ſtrengthen and eſtabliſh himſelf 


in Virtue and Goodneſs, and to preſerve 


Decency and Order in the Chriſtian Church; 


fo on the other fide, he ought not to 
make the Uſe of theſe the Ground of his 
Confidence in God's Favour, becaule it is 
not the Uſe of them conſidered abſtracted- 


ly, but it is that Virtue and Goodneſs to 


Which theſe are ſubſervient, that renders him 
acceptable to his Maker. | 


_ THUS I have ſhewn 1 1 alcribe to 
Goſpel-Ordinances; and herein I think I 
have not aſcribed Ic little, becauſe if I had 


aſcribed more, it would have been 700 much; 
by raiſing the Value of theſe above their 


Worth, and above the Value which the 


Gel ſets upon them. Thus Gal. 5. 6. 
oy - = 
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In Jeſus Chriſt neither Circumciſion nor 
Duc ircumce iſiam availeth any thing, but 
Faith, which worketh by (or is productive 
of) Love, Rom. 2. 25. For Circumciſion 


Ver 
F thou be a Breaker of the Law, thy Cir- 
cumciſion is made Unc ircumciſion. Which 


is as much as if the Apoſtle had faid, Thou 


being a Jew valueſt thy {elf upon thy be- 


ing circumciſed; and verily whilſt thy Cir- 


cumciſion is an Argument to thee to keep 
the Law, and leads thee to the Practice of 


thy Duty, ſo far and in that reſpe it is 


| eee to thee: but if a Sex/e of thy 
eing circumciſed has no ſuch Effect or In- 


fluence upon thee, and thou notwithſtand- 
ing doſt 7ran/zre/ſ5 the Law, then it is the 
. fame to thee as if thou hadſt not been cir- 
cumciſed. Thy being circumciſed, conſi- 
dered abſtractediy from the Influence it 


might and ought to have upon thy Actions, 
is of no Value. And. 1 

As this is the Caſe with reſpect to Cir- 
cumciſion, which is allowed to be an Or- 


dinance of Divine Inſtitution ; ſo the Caſe 
is the ſame with reſpect to all other Iuſti- 
tutions. For as they are directed to ſome 
good End, fo they are no farther valuable 
than as the Mearns to that End: And no 
Man is valuable for their ſakes, but for the 


| ſake of thar Goodne ſi which they are in · 
troductive to. Again, i | 1 


5 profiteth if thou keep the Law; but 
0 


Seventhly,. 
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Seventhly, and Laſily, T HE other Er. 
ror or Fault of Defect charged upon me, 

and which is likewiſe ſuppoſed to follow 

from the aboye Error or Fault of Exceſs, 


. * - — — 4 
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is, that I aſcribe tc little to the Death and 
Sufermgs of Chriſt, Upon which I ob- 
' ſerve, that as Chriſt came on purpoſe to 
promote and ſet forward the Salvation of 
Mankind, ſo it was fit and proper that 
he ſhould 4 and /affer whatever was ne⸗ 
ceſſary for the Attainment of that valuable 
End. And as the laying down his Life 
willingly and chearfully in this Cauſe, was 
the ſrongeſt Proof he could give that he 
was not an Impoſior, but was in carneſt 
in what he pretended to; fo it was proper 
that he ſhould lay down his Life when cal- 
led to it, and rhereby give this convincing 
Evidence of the Truth and Importance of 
that Teſlimony which he then delivered to 
the World. And as he propoſed to Man- 
kind the breaking off their Sins by Repen- 
tance, and returning to the love and prac- 
tice of Virtue and Goodneſs, as the only. 
Expedieut to reſtore them to Divine Fa- 
vour; ſo his yielding up his preſent Eaſe, 
Pleaſure and Profit, yea and Life it ſelf, 
when it became ſubſervient to the publick 
Good, (which was his Caſe) was the moſt 
lively and powerful Example and Pattern 
of that Virtue and Goodneſs which he re- 
FF commended | 
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commended to, and preſſed upon Man. 8 


kind. And, 


As a ſenſe of the Death and suffering | 
of Chriſt, when conſidered in 4orh thoſe 


Views, has a Tendency to lead us to the 
Love and Practice of Virtue and Goodneſs ; 


ſo when we are wrought upon by it, then 


theſe may truly be ſaid to be the Means of 
our Salyation : And we may, in an impro- 
per or figurative ſenſe, (according to the 


Language of the Scripture) be ſaid to be 


ſaved by them; tho ſtrictly and properly, 
in this Caſe, itisa Man's Virtue and Good- 
neſs (which the Sufferings and Death of 


Chriſt may highly tend to promote) which 


is the et of God's Fayour to him. 


THUS I have ſhewed what I aſcribe to 
the Sufferings and Death of Chriſt ; and 
I think I have not aſcribed 700 little, be- 
cauſe if I had aſcribed more, it would have 
been too nuch too much for God's Ho- 
nour, and more than the Truth of the Caſe 
will admit. For as the Life and Sufferings 
and Death of one Perſon, when conſidered 


abſtractedly, cannot poſſibly render a- 
nother Perſon more or leſs valuable ot 


diſagrecable; lo God will love or hate, 


reward or puniſh every Man for what is 


per fonally lovely or hateful in him, and 
not for what is lovely or hateful in the 


Perſon of another. 
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IAM very ſenſible, that the Grounds 


of Divine Acceptance is a Point of the ut- 
moſt Concern to Man&7nd, and that it ought 


to be handled with the greateſt Caution and 


Exattneſs. And therefore as, on the one 
ſide, nothing ought to be ſppreſſed which is 
abſolutely nec:fſary, and which for its own 


ſake renders Men truly acceptable and well 


pleaſing to God; ſo on the other ſide, 
nothing ought to be added to, or made the 
Grounds of Divine Acceptance, but what 
in Truth and Reality does upon its 07 


account, and for its own /ake, render 


Men the ſutable and proper Objects of Di- 
vine Regard: Becauſe every thing ſhort of 


this is at moſt but Means and Helps to that 


which is the Ground of Divine Acceptance, 
and not the Thing it ſelf, and therefore 
ought never to be conſidered as ſuch. 


BESIDES, the making thole things the 
Grounds of Divine Acceptance, which in 


truth are no more than Means or Helps 


to it, is of the moſt daugerous Conſequence 


to Mankind; becauſe this is to /ow Pr/lows 
to all Arm- holes, and to lay a falſe Foun- 
dation for Hope and Comfort, which vitious 
Men are too apt to lay hold of. And this 


has been the Caſe in fact with reſpe to 
thoſe very things, which my Admoniſher 
| has complained of. A Multitude of Chr:/- 
Frans, who tho they have nothing valuable 


in themſelyes to render them acceptable to 
5 N 0 
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God, yet think they can raiſe from the 
aboyemention'd Points ſome ſolid Grounds 
of Comfort to reſt their Soul upon. Thus, 
SOME Men think they experience in 
themſelves a ſirong orthodox Faith, which 
they judge to be not only a u Ground 
of Confidence, but ſometimes. it ſwells up 
into an Aſirance of God's Fayour: tho 
this is too weak a Foundation for ſach a Su- 
perſtructure to reſt upon. Faith, ſo far as 
it is the Means of our Salvation, that is, 
ſubſervient to make Men w/e and good, ſo 
far it is highly hene ficial to them, and ought 
to be eſteemed and acknowledged as ſuch: 
But then it ought by no means to be ſet 
upon a level with that Wiſdom and Good- 
neſs to which it is iurumentally ſubſer vi- 
ent; becauſe as that is very wrong in it ſelf, 
ſo it has a tendency to miſlead and betray 
JJ ½- 
SOME Men think that by their ſerious 
and conſtant: Attendance upon Goſpel-Or- 
dinances they render themſelves approve- 
able in the ſight of God; and, as they think, 
experience in themſelves the Sprr:t of God 
moving upon the troubled Waters of their 
Hearts. And from hence, as from the 
Wells of Salvation, they draw forth that 
comfortable Cordial, vis. an Aſurance, 
or at leaſt a good Hope (as they think) of 
_ God's Fayonr: Whereas in Truth 7h:s is 
for ſaking the Fountain of Irving W oo 
8 g | — | VIS. 
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(038, that Virtue and true Goodne ſo which 
alone will render us acceptable to our Ma- 
ker) and bewing out to our ſebves Ciſterns, 
broken Cifterns which can hold no Water ; 
that is, it is laying in a fal/e Foundation of 
Comfort to our felves. Goſpel-Ordinances 
were intended to lead Men to, and to eſta- 
bliſh them in Virtue, as I obſerved above; 
and when they are uſed in fuch a way as to 
be ſubſervient to this End, they are highly 
uſeful to us, and ought to be conſidered as 
ſuch: But then they ought not to be valu- 
ed, and put upon an equal Hoot with that 
End to which they are only a Means; be. 
cauſe, as this is not the Truth of the Caſe, 
ſo it trends to the Hurt and Damage of 
Mankind, by laying a falſe Foundation of 
Hope and Comfort, as I obſerved above. 
SOME Men render a vitious Courſe 
of Life eaſy to themſelves, and preſume 
that they are 4e/oved and accepted of God, 
on the account of the Life and Death and 
Fe ſurrection of Chriſt: And this, when 
added to either or to both the foremen- 
tioned Grounds of Comfort, fills them 
with all 7% and Peace in themſelves; 
whereas it is morally as impoſſible for God 
to love and value any Perſon upon any 
other account than his being ls 2, eo. 
and valuable in himſelf, as it is for him to 
be a weak or a vitious Being. The Suffer- 
" FV 
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ings and Death of Chriſt were Inſtances of 
the 'moſt exalted Virtue, and of his ex- 
ceeding great Love and Goodwill to Man- 
kind; and therefore the Memory of them 

ought to be perpetuated with the utmoſt 
Reſpett and Thankfulneſs by us. And as 
far as a Sex/e of the Life and Sufferings and 
Death of Chriſt, has an Influence upon our 
Tempers and Actions, ſo far it is the Means 
of our Salvation, as I obſerved above, and 
_ ought to be conſidered as ſuch. But then 
the Life and Sufferings and Death of Chriſt, 
conſidered abſtractediy from the Influence 
which a Sex/e of theſe may and ought to 
have upon our Tempers and Actions, can- 
not poſſibly be a /t Cround of Confidence 
in God's Fayour; becauſe it is not theſe, 
but ſomething which is per /onally valuable 
and pleaſing. in us, which muſt render us 
acceptable and well _—_ to God. And 
therefore theſe are not, ſttictly ſpeaking, 
the Grounds of Divine Acceptance, nor 
ought ſo to be conſider'd; becauſe as ſuch 
a Repreſentation is ng, ſo it has been 
exceedingly pemmicious to Mankind,» 
UPON the whole, if my Admoniſher 
had thought that Faith, Goſpel-Ordinances, 
and the Sufferings and Death of Chriſt, 
were proper to be conſidered and treated of 
as Means of our Salvation; in the Senſe 
in which I have ſhewn they are; and if 
he had judged that ſuch a Performance 
OG „„ would 
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would have been / ful to Mankind, he 
was at liberty to bave treated of this Sub- 
ject as largely as he pleaſed in a Diſcous ſe 
of his own; and ſo might have ſapplied 
every Defect which he imagined he had diſ- 
covered in mine. But then this would not 
have puſtified his groundleſs Complaints 
againſt me, becauſe I did not undertake to 
ſhew what is in a remote Senſe, but what 
is directly and immediately, and for its own 
fake, the Ground of Divine Acceptance. 
And if my Admoniſher judged that Faith, 
Goſpel-Ordinances, and the Sufferings and 
Death of Chriſt, are directiy and immedi- 
ately the Grounds of Divine Favour; that 


zs, that theſe do hon their own account, and 


not on the account of that Infuence they 
have upon Mens Tempers and Actions, ren- 
der them acceptable to God: I ſay, if he 
Judged this to be the Caſe, which I think 
he muſt, or elle his Complaints were fri- 
fing; then ſurely he is miſtaben in a Point 
of the greateſt Concern, and which has 
been moſt pernicious to Mankind, as J have 
ſhewn above, e 
THUS, Sir, I have gone thro? your Ad- 
mMonttion, and have taken a ſhort View of 
the ſeveral Points complained of in it, pre- 
ſuming I ſhall be acquitted of the Charge 
laid againſt me by every diſcerning, impar- 
tial and uuprejudiced Judge. And to con- 
_ clude this Letter, I beg the Favour, that if 
1 you 
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you have any more Admonitions in ſtore 
for me, you would be pleaſed to put your 
Name to them, that ſo we may be upon an 
equal Foat. And tho you have laid hold 


of every friſſing occaſion to juſtify your 


negative but groundleſs Charge, and have 
Firggefted und iuſinuated ſeveral things of 
me, which are not yu⁰ſt nor friendly, but 
perfectly antind; yet as I take the Ad- 
monition upon the whole to be the Pro- 
duce of your provs but miſguided Zeal, and 
to be intended for mine and the publick 


Good, ſo I again return you my hearty 
5:4 2 hanks, and crave leave to ſubſcribe my 


„ 
Tour Oblgel 
Humble Servant, 


Tuo. CHUBB. 


SOME 


' SHORT REMARKS 


UPON 


Dr. Morgan J Trad, 


| Intitled, 


A Letter to Mr. CHUBB, occafi- 
oned by his two LETTERS 
to a Friend, &c. 


„ In a Third Letter to a Friend. 
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SHORT REMARKS 


„ Foe 
Dr. Morgan's Tract, Sc. 
„ ra 


HAVE received a Letter ſubſcribed by 
I >: Morgan, which he ſays is occa- 
ſioned by my two former Letters to 
you. The Subject of the Doctor's Let- 
ter is chiefly made up of Complaints. 
Firſt, that J offer'd the foremention'd Let- 
ter to the Conſideration of the @#akers 
only ;) whereas if I had not been partial, 
if T had not made my ſelf a Party-Man, 
and the like, I ſhould have offered them to 
the Calviniſtical Church of England, and 
to a Multitude of others: tho, by the way, 
this I think is uſing the Church of Eugland 
 wnkindly; for however the Caſe were here- 
tofore, yet I am perſuaded Dr. Morgan is 
ſenfible that the Generality of the Church 
of England at preſent, both Clergy and 
e Ee Ju Laity, 


_— 


much 1m/repreſented Mr. Barclay, In an- 


ſwer to which I obſerve, that in the 27 b 
V 1 60 „ Page 
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Laity, have given up Calviniſm as errone- 
ous, Secondly, That I have very much 
miſrepreſented Mr. Barclay. ; 

both theſe Heads of Complaint, I am re- 
preſented as acting a Part very unfair and 
diſingenuous. | by 
As to the ff Complaint, ,I/ anſwer, 
that I cannot charge my ſelf with having 


any vicious View in this Matter. For as 
Mr. Barclays Book is ſtyl'd, An Apology 
- for the true Chriſtian Divinity, as the 
' ſame ir held forth aud preached by. the 
People called Quakers; and as Ia 0 
hend Mr. Barclays Apology is held in 
great Veneration by the People of that Pro- 


feſſion, who therefore probably are much 
iufluenc d by it; fo I thought it was ſutahle 


and proper to recommend what I had de 
offer upon the Subject, to their Conſidera- 
tion, not in the leaſt intending thereby to 


make my ſelf a Parti · Man, or to inſinuate 
any thing which might be diſouourable to 
the Quakers. This is the Trurb of the 
Caſe; but whether it will be to the Doc- 
zor's Satisfaction I know not. And whe- 
ther I have given any ,7u/? 'Occafion for 
what he has urged againſt me upon this 
Head, I will leave to the more candid 
Werld to judge. Again, 4 


Secondly, IT is urged that I have very 
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age of Dr. Morgaus Letter he expreſſes 
imſelf in the following Words. It might, 

* for ought I know; be Barclays Opini- 

% on, that the State of Mankind, conſi- 
dered merely as fallen in Adam, without 
the Death of Chriſt, or the recovering 
“Grace of God thro' him, would have 
been the ſame as repreſented in your Pro- 

6 8 : That is, Men would have 
«*« been abſolutely ſubected to the Power 
** of the Devil, and their own Luſts, un- 
der an incurable Ignorance, Blindneſs 
; and Selfiſhneſs; in which Caſe Man 
would not have been a oral Agent, or 
; * accountable for his Actions. And in 
< conſequence of this, Man would have 
«« periſhed with the Beaſts, or have re- 
« mained for ever under the Power of 
Death, without any Neſurrection to 
Life and Immortality. And JI am the 
more apt to think that this might be Bar- 

* clays Opinion, becauſe I take it to be 

«© the true Scripture Account of the Mat- 
„ Cogn TE TIIETC 
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1 HERE I obſerve, that Dr. Morgan 
£ . acknowledges that Mr. Barclays Opinion 
f of the Condition of Man in the Fall, con- 

ſidered abſtractedly from and without the 
Hh Grace of Chriſt, nay be, and he thinks 
- that it is, what I have repreſented it to be, 
nin the two Propoſitions I have expreſſed it 
e buy. Now if this be admitted to be the 
| M3 -- - Cale, 
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Caſe, then it is highly reaſonable to ſap- 
poſe that Mr. Barclay expreſled this Qi. 
nion in that Propoſition, wherein he pro- 
feſſedly undertook to treat of this Suhject: 
And if ſo, then ſurely 1 cannot haye 11, 
repreſented him in my two Propoſitions, 
becauſe 1 only repreſented him as praking 
his own Opinion ſet forth and declared in 
his own Propoſition, And here I crave 
leave to obſerve, that tho the Doctor Com- 
plaint againſt me of miſrepreſenting Mr. 
Barclay makes up a great part of his Let. 
ter, and is every way repreſented to my 
Diſadvantage, yet this Complaint, by his 
wn acknowledgment, is perfeetly ground. 
RI 0 ON in ons 5-2» 
R. Barclay ſpeaks of Man under 
a two-fold Confideration. Firſt, as he is 
in (what we call) his natural Condition, 
Viz. Man as Man, or as the natural Seed 
of Adam ; or as he is in the Fall with re- 
ſpect to his Capacities and Abilities; conſi- 
dered abſtractedly from the Grace of Chriſt, 
or any ſupernatural Influence upon. him. 
Secondly, He conſiders Man with reſpect 
to his Capacities and Abilities when under 
a ſupernatural Influence, and the enlive- 
ning Aid of Fe/as Chriſt, But then he 
does not conſider Man in this laſt View as 
His State in the Fall, but on the contrary, 
as having ſomething ſupernatural afforded 
him to reſtore and recover him from 21 
N Fall. 
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all... So. 1 the Condition of Man in the | 


Fall 
Fall, in Mr. arclays Senſe, is the natural 


State and Condition, of over) Man, as hg is 
4 Mau, or the Offspring of Adam, with 
reſpect to his Capacities and Abilities, at all 


times, and in all places, conſidered abſtrac-, 


tedly from the Grace of, Chriſt, or any, 
fupernatural Influence upon him. 
DR. Morgan indeed, in treating of 
Al. i we 4 331 wank ln. i 

this Subject. expreſſes himſelf differently 
from Mr. Barclqy, and ſpeaks of Man, not 
what. he ig, but what. he would have been 
22 4 2 Fi K 
in the Fall, without the Grace of Chris 


Whereas , Mr. Barclay expreſſes himſelf 


2191 


thus: ** All Adam's Poſterity, or Mankind. 
«both Jew and Gentile, as to the firſt 
Adam, or earthly Man, are fallen, de: 
generate and dead”, not would have 
been. fallen, di generate and dead. Again, 
, Man therefore, as he is in this State, 
* can, know nothing aright ”; not as he 


ee 


would have been in another State, he would 


Ld. 5 
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HERE we. ſee, that the Condition of 
Man in the Fall, according to Mr. Bar- 
clay, is not any Chimerical Hottintot Ta- 
hoo State, which Man would have been in 
without the Grace of Chriſt; but it is the 


State and Condition of Mankind, which 


they are in as they are barely Men, or the 
Offspring of Adam, confiderd as ſuch, 


— 
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to ariſe from Mr. Barclays Words, 


_ 
vikhour y ſipernaural' Influence ugg 
em. i 4 FN rp YM 500 | ind | 
"WHETHER by this' 4ftrent Way 
Doctors Letter, he intended to convey 


to his Reader the ume Idea of the Con- 


dition of Man in the Fall, as plainly appea 4 
And 
which IT think he ought to intend, if he 
would be ingenuous in the Defence of that 
Author; or whether he intended another 
Fiew of the Condition of Man in the Fall, 
than what Mr. Barclay profeſſedly treats 


of, I know not, neither am I ſollicitous 
about it; becauſe the Caſe is not changed 


by any wrong Repreſentation which may 
—„OVↄ'BI—:! ß TN 
MAN. being repreſented in a two-fold 


View by Mr. Barclay, (as I obſerved a- 
bove) I undertook to examine his Principles 
only with reſpect to one of thoſe Views, 
| viz. Man as he is in the Fall, And to 
this I applied my ſelf, both in my Exami- 


nation of Mr. Barclays Principles, and in 


my Reply to Mr. Beaver : Wherein I have 
taken a View of the natural Condition of 


Man, confider'd abſtractedly from, and 
without the Grace of Chriſt; and I think 
have fully ſhewn, that human Nature is 
very much m/repreſented by Mr. Barclay, 
without blending together and OY 


| 


9 
his two-fold View of . as the Doctor 
repreſents me to have done. And. 

AS I undertook to examine Mr. Bar. 
clays Opinion in this ove Point, viz. the 
Condition of Man as Man, or as he is the 


natural Seed of Adam, or as he is in the 
Fall, conſidered. abſtractedly from, and 


without the Grace of Chriſt; ſo I reduced 


Y his ſenſe of this Point to two plain Propo- 
ſttions: which Propoſitions Dr. Morgan al- 


lows 5 be a ju/t and true ation 
of Mr. Hes s ſenſe herein; and that 


Man in this View (according to Mr. Bar- 


clay) is not a moral Agent, is not accoun- 
2 7 &c. And if fo, then I have not miſ- 
repreſented him, and conſequently Dr. Mor- 


an's Complaint is rounaleſs, by his own 
3 | 


BUT then the Doctor oblerves. that it 
will not follow from hence that Man is a 


mere Patient: for tho in his natural Con- 
dition he is not a oral Agent, yet he is a 


Agent, ſuch as the Brute Beaſts are. 
TO which 1 anſwer, That according 
to the Doctor's Repreſentation of the Con- 


dition of Man in the Fall, (which he thinks 
1 the Opinion of Mr. Barclay) Men, 
wi 


out the Clones of Chriſt, would be ab- 
 folutely ſubjefted to the Power of the De- 
vil, and their own L»ſts : And if fo, then 
what ſort of Agency would remain in them 
1 cannot conceive; not ſurely ſuch ny 


2 144 


40 takes place in Dutt, becauſe e 
not ahſol rely ſubjetted,” 48 aforclaid, — 
Actions being the Effect of Choice or Ehe- 
Non; for otherwiſe they could not be 
Agents. * een 
A MERE Machine is abſolutely * 7 Ab. 
Jetted to the Power of the gent ch 
acts upon it; and one Agent may be 44 0 
Iutely ſabjecred to the Power of anothet, 
when he bas not ſufficient ſtrength to 'repe, 9 
Force with Force; But then in ſuch à Cafe 
he does #0r+4tF,' but is acted a pon. Where- 
as in all Caſes where Action takes place, 
or where there is ſufficient Strength to re. 
pel Force with Force, there both Acfive- 
neſs and Paſſiveneſs,” or Action and Paſ- 
i ſſlon, is the Produce of Choice or Election: 
| and conſequently there is not ab/olure Habe 
Jection. as aforelaid. - So that if Man, -as he 
is in the Fall, (according to Mr. Barclay 
and-Dr. Morgan) is abſolutely ſubjected to 
} the Power of the Dl, and his own. 
If Tuſto, then in that State he is not an Agent, 
but a Patient. And this muſt be his Caſe 
both wirhour and with the Grace of Chrilt, 
| Except the Work of Grace confiſts in turn- 
3g A Patient into an Agent, which 1 pre. 
HH. fume Dr. Morgan will not affirm. 
BUT admitting that ſuch A ency as is 
in Brute Beaſts, would take place in the 
natural Man, upon Mr. Barclays Princi- 
* 88 the Doctor does not pretend wt l 
this 


e 
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this is the Truth of the Caſe: he only ob- 
ſerves, that it appears to him to be the True 
Scripture- Account of the Cale, and that he 
thinks it is not contrary to the Reaſon of 
things, or the Conſtiturion of human Na- 
ture. As to its being the Scriprure-Ac- 
count of the Cafe, vg. that Man in his 
natural Capacity is not a 707a/ Agent, that 
his Soul is naturally mortal, and dies or 
periſhes with the Body, &c. This I think 
is uſing the Scripture 1#47ndly, becaule I 
imagine it is out of his power to ſhew that 
there are any /ach Dot7ines contained 
therein. Surely nothing is more plain and 
evident in the Scriptures, than that the 
Work of Grace conſiſts in changing Men 
from bad to good, and not in turning Brutes 
(ſtrictly and properly ſo called) into Men. 
an: Fo op nr 
As to its being the Doctor's Opinion, 
that it is not contrary to the Conſtitution 
of human Nature, that Men ſhould be 

 Brutes, and not moral Agents; in this I 
can ſcarce belieye him, That Men may 
neglect, as well as abuſe their Faculties, 
and fo live in a way which is a7worthy 
of and below their Reaſon, is wy to be 

conceived, and is I think the Cale of the 
Hottintots, But that a Man, ſo well ac- 
quainted with the human Conſtitution as 
Dr. Morgan may reaſonably: be ſuppoſed 10 

, N- be, 
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be, can think that Brutality, and not mo- 
ral Agency, may be the gatural reſult of 
the Conſtitution of Man, when that Con- 
ſtitution has not ſuffered any Injury by any 
| Accident which may attend it; this is what 
K- 1 am gener 4 


— 


| 1 CANNOT but think that the Doctor 
| has obſerved, in the Courſe of his Practice 
il as a Phyſician, many Inſtances of Perſons 


who have become delirious or Hmatich, 
| when they have been under a violent 

L.ever, or ſome other Diſorder upon their 
Conſtitutious; and lo for a time have ceaſed 
i to be moral Agents : and that by the Ap- 


* — — * 
; 3 es Er "OI 3 
*** re G wot, EET. 
—— : 
— 1 _ — 


plication of proper Medicines, the Diſorder 

| upon the Conſtitution has been removed, 
1 the Deliriouſneſs or Lunacy has ceaſed, and 

1 the Perſon has returned again to a State of 
1 moral Agency. Now the Queſtion ariſing 
1 from hence will be, whether Deliriouſnefss 
0 or Lunacy, or whether moral Agency in 
. ſuch a Perſon, be the natural Reſult of the 

oh human Comfiitution ; and which of thele 


States may ſtrictly and properly be ſaid to 
be the natural State of that Perlon. Or 
the Queſtion may be, when a Man be- 

comes delirious or lunatick, Whether this 
ariſes from his ceaſing to be under the Grace 
of Chriff, and thereby ceaſing to be a 
moral Agent; or whether it be the Z#et7 

of a Diſorder in his Conſtitution ? _ 
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when his Deliriouſneſs or Lunacy g ves off, 
whether this be the Z#2d of the pang 


of the Grace of Chriſt upon him, and by 


its Return he becomes a moral Agent a- 
gain; or whether it be not the Z #24 of 
the Removel of a Diſorder from the Con- 


ſtirution, and ſo the Creature is reſtored a- 


gain to what is properly its natural State, 
vis. moral Agency. The like may be ſaid 


of Idiots. For I think, upon Dr. Morgan's * 


Scheme, Idiotiſm is not the Reſult of ſome 


Defect in the Particular Conflitutzon of 


the Idiot, but it is occaſioned by the Grace 
of Chriſt, or a ſupernatural Influence, be- 
ing withheld. from him. Theſe are Caſes 


which I think are proper to be conſidered, 


in order to our diſcerning and judging 
whether Brutality or moral Agency may 
be the natural Reſult of the human Conſti- 


tution. But to return. 


IF if it ſhould be ſaid, Tho Man in 1 his 


natural Condition, according to Mr. Bar- 
clay, is abſolutely ſubjected to the Power 


of the Devil, and his own Lr://s, and fo 
is upon a eve with the Brute Beaſts. or in 
a State be/oy them; yet that no Contra- 


diftion ariſes from me: 


I ANSWER; Mr. Barclay expreſſes 


himſelf differently, with reſpect to the 
natural Condition of Man in the Fall, in 
other Parts of his Book; as in page 144. 


(e 


moral Agent, but al 
ca dent to, and independent of all ſuperna- 
tural Influences, whether good or ev. 
and then I think Man's Ability i the Fall, 
and out of the Fall, comes to the ſame 


( 100) 


as quoted by Mr. Beaver : *©* Indeed that 


„Man, as he is a rational Creature, hath. 
** Reaſon as a natural Faculty of his Soul, 
by which he can diſcern things that are 


* rational, we deny not.” Here we ſee 


that the natural Man is conſider'd as a 
rational Creature, one who has Reaſon as 


a natural Faculty of his Soul, by which 
he can diſcern things that are rational And 


if lo, then ſurely he is a -zor7al Agent. And 
this I call Confuſion and Contradiction. Be- 


iides,.-- - 


THE Doctor ſays, page 23. * Tis plain 


that Barclay here ſuppoſes that the good 


and evil Seed, as he calls it, that is, the 
Motive and Inducements that incline and 


| 4 diſpoſe Men to Selfiſhneſs On the one 


cc 


hand, or to Benevolence on the other, 
do not act zeceſſarily, or produce their 


Effects by any irre/i/tible Agency upon 


«« the Mind; but leave Men entirely to 
their Liberty, and natural Power of 
% chuſing and refuſing, whether they 
*« will reſiſt or not reſiſt, comply with 


or reject either the one or the other.“ 


And if ſo, then I think it will not only fol- 
low that Man is a fe Creature, and a 
o that he is ſuch aute- 


thing j 
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thing; which brings more Confuſion ſtill. 
For, according to Mr. Barclay, Man in the 
Fall is a free Creature, and he is not a free 
Creature; he is a moral Agent, and he is 
not a moral Agent; he is ab/o/utely ſubjec- 
ted to the Power of the Devil and his 
own Luſte, and he is not abſolutely fub- 
jected to the Power of the Devil and his 
own Luſts. I ſay, this will unavoidably be 
the Caſe upon Mr. Barclays Scheme. And 
it appcars to beſo, without confounding the 
two Views he takes of Man, which the 
Doctor repreſents me to have done. Aud 
this is ſuch Confuſion and Contradiction. 
as I imagine Dr. Morgan will not be a- 
JJ ĩͤ infos: ks: 
BUT to conclude : The Doctor tells me 
that my Notion of Chriſt's Redemption, 
and the Neceſſity of Divine Grace, is 
he thinks a little extraordinary for 4 
Chriſtian. Let it be ſo. He likewiſt tells 
me, tis by way of Scorn and Reproach, 
and with an Air of Ridicule, that Chriſt 
tells the proud fſelf-juſtifying Phariſees, 
that he had no buſineſs or concern with 
them as ſuch. Bur if he will pleaſe to 
conſider the Text, I think he may fee 
that Chriſt in that place is not reproach- 
ing the Phariſees, but juſtifying himſelf 
and his own Conduct, in keeping Com- 


pany with Publicans and Sinners: And 
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(162 ; | Os 
this he dots by telling them, that in this 
he was purſuing the great End and Pur- 
paſe of his Miuiſiry, and like a good Phy- 
ſc:an, who, miniſters not to the Healthful, 
but to the Sic. So his Buſineſs was to 


apply himſelf, not to the Good and Vir. 
tuaus, but to vitzous Mer, to bring them 


to Repentance and Amendment of Life. 


| r 4% 
SUP POSING T am alificken bebein. 
yet ſurely Dr. Morgan's Notion or Re- 


preſentation of Chriſt's Redemption is ſome- 


hat extraordinary, as well as mine, 
With him it is extended to a// Mankind, 


without Eæception; and yet the poor Hor. 


tintots are excepted, they are leſt in their 
fallen State, without any Redemption ; 
they are to die like Brute Beaſts as they 
are, and to remain under the Power of 


Death, without any Reſurrection to Life 


and Immortality. And ſo the Chriſtian 


Redemption is a general Redemption as it 


is extended auidenſally to all; and it is 
a particular Redemption, as the poor Hot- 


 Eintors are excluded from it. But 1 ſhall 


leave the Doctor, with his confuſed and 
contradittory Hottintot Scheme; pre- 
ſuming he is as ſingulan herein. as he 


A imagines I am in mine. =P 


C3113 


( 103 ) n 
TH Us, Sir, 1 have given you a hort 
View of Dr. Morg aus Letter, and have 
ſhewn you how gong his Complaints . 
againſt me are: and if he ſhall go on dp \ «vl 
he has begun, then I think 1 thalt + 7. 
you no farther trouble on his Account. 2 | 
TR - = 


Your Oblige 4 F 


Humble Servant, 8c. 
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5 Mi. this Sade he, "Third Edition, 5 % N 
A Söppfemenc ro-the Previous Queſtion liebe 
_ to Algen wherein [Everal-t jettions made to: the 
Previous Queſtion are min d ng in which Boas 
Moral Character is morefully Fißgiested. In a Letter 
B to a Friend. The Second Edition, 5 
A Vintication of God's. Moral Chafager, as to the 
[a and Origin of Evil, both Natural and Moral: 
herein the Caſe of Liberty and Neceſſity is conſider d 
with regard to Human Adions. In a Letter to a- 
Friend. 
A Supplement to the Vindication of God's Moral 
Character. . Wherein three ObjcQions are examin'd: 
Two urged againft the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of God; 
and the other againſt Human Liberty. To which i is 
added, the Caſe of Abraham with regard to his offering 
up Tſaac in Sacrifice, Re-examin'd. In a Letter to a 
| Clergywan. 
An Examination of Mr. Barclays Principles, with. 
regard to Man's natural Ability fince the Fall, as laid 
down in his Book, intitled, In Apology for the true Chriflian 
Divinity, as t he ſame is held forth and preach'd by the Per. 
ple called in ſcorn Quakers. To which is added, He 
| BEE Glory of Chriſt : Or, a Diſcourſe upon 2 Cor. Chap. yur 
FEE Ver. 23. Humbly offer'd to the Conſideration of the = 
| EI Modern Deiſts. 
Human Nature Vindicated: Or, a Reply to Mr 
Baeavens Book, entitled, Supernatural Influen-es neceſſary 
10'0n Salvation: Being a Vindication of the Fourth Pro- 
A Robert Barclays Apology. Wherein is hen, 
tdghat Man, in his natural Capacity, is a Moral Agent; 
0 0 tat he has Power, and is at Liberty to do both Good 
it and Evil: and, conſequently, can render himſelf either 
e 25 acceptable or diſpleaſing to his Maker. In a Second 
Letter to a Friend. Humbly offer d to the 9 
E ration of the People call'd Quakers. _ 
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